SONI, the System Operator Northern Ireland and EirGrid, the Transmission System Operator in the Republic of Ireland are engaged in a number of Projects to develop and establish the Single Electricity Market (SEM) for the island of Ireland. The SEM will bring together the two wholesale electricity markets on the island of Ireland, creating a new single market for the wholesale trading of electricity. 
SONI is the Transmission System Operator in Northern Ireland and is responsible for the safe, secure and economic operation of the transmission system. It also carries responsibilities in administering and operating the wholesale power market in Northern Ireland. 

EirGrid is the Transmission System Operator in the Republic of Ireland, with responsibility for operating, maintaining and developing a safe, economic and efficient electricity transmission system. It also carries responsibilities in administering and operating the wholesale power market in the Republic of Ireland. 

The SEM is scheduled to go live on November 1, 2007. In this market, all Generators (sellers) in ROI and NI will sell all of their electricity to a gross pool and all Suppliers (buyers) in ROI and NI will buy their electricity from this pool. The role of the Single Market Operator, aime as it will be known, will be a Pool Administrator, with the responsibility to provide and operate systems and processes for trading, invoicing, credit management and financial settlement of the market.  
The introduction of aime will enable, for the first time, generators and suppliers of electricity on the island to trade all their electricity on a daily basis regardless of location. It will provide for a competitive, sustainable and reliable wholesale market in electricity at the minimum cost necessary. Aime should deliver long-term economic and social benefits that are mutually advantageous to Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland. 

The market will encompass approximately 2.5 million electricity consumers, 1.8 million in the Republic of Ireland and 0.7 million in Northern Ireland, and is scheduled to go live in November 2007. 

