
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

TRANSMISSION SYSTEM  

CAPACITY STATEMENT  

2011/12 ς 2017/18 

www.soni.ltd.uk 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Front cover image from left to right: Crockagarran Wind Farm (courtesy of T. Harron); Tamnamore 275/110 

kV Substation; Castlereagh - Kilroot/Tandragee 275 kV circuit and Kilroot Power Station (courtesy of AES 

Kilroot Limited). 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOREWORD 

 

 

The Transmission System Capacity Statement is required to comply with Condition 33, Part 1 of the 
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This is the twelfth publication of the Statement, the first having been issued in March 1993. 

 

 

This document is posted on the SONI website (www.soni.ltd.uk) in a form approved by the Utility 

Regulator (UREGNI). 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

This Transmission System Capacity Statement (TSCS) has been prepared by SONI (System Operator 

for Northern Ireland Ltd.) in accordance with Condition 33 of the Licence to Participate in the 

Transmission of Electricity.  It describes the status of the Northern Ireland (NI) transmission system 

over the seven year period 2011/12 to 2017/18. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 
This Transmission System Capacity Statement (TSCS) describes the statutory operational 

requirements, the existing transmission network, its configuration and its planned development 

over the seven year period to 2017/18.  Network utilisation is reported under normal operating 

conditions.  Potential locations for large generation or demand connections are analysed and the 

impact of network outages resulting from planned and unplanned outages is considered. 

 

This TSCS provides information on electricity demand forecasts, the transmission network, 

generation capacity and interconnection.  Sufficient detailed modelling parameters are provided to 

facilitate analysis by third parties. 

 
THE TRANSMISSION SYSTEM 

 

The Northern Ireland (NI) Transmission System comprises some 2000 circuit kilometres of 275 kV 

and 110 kV overhead lines and cables.  The primary purpose is to transport power from generators 

to demand centres, or Bulk Supply Points (BSPs). 

 

The NI transmission system is connected electrically to the Republic of Ireland (RoI) transmission 

system via a double circuit 275 kV connection at Tandragee and two 110 kV connections at 

Enniskillen and Strabane.  It is planned to have a new 400 kV connection in place by winter 

2016/17. The NI transmission system is also connected to the Great Britain (GB) transmission 

system by the Moyle Interconnector, a 500 MW DC link between Ballycronan More and 

Auchencrosh in Scotland. 

 

This TSCS includes comprehensive listings of all transmission network data, as well as describing 

planned developments into the future.  Information is provided in the form of tables, maps and 

network diagrams. 

 

FREEZE DATE 

 

The freeze date for data collection in this TSCS was 31 March 2011. This is the date that all data for 

the network files, and associated sequence data for use with short circuit analysis, was collected. 

 

 



2011 SONI Transmission System Capacity Statement 

 

4 

GENERATION 

 

At the beginning of 2011, some 2760 MW of generation capacity was installed in NI, of which 370 

MW comprised renewable generation connected to the distribution system. Generation planned 

to connect over the next seven years is listed in Table S.1 below. 

 

GENERATION TYPE MW 

THERMAL 0 

RENEWABLE 670 

Table S.1: Planned Generation Connections by 2017/18 

 

No thermal generation plant is planned to connect to the NI Transmission System over the seven 

year period covered by the statement. At the data freeze AES Kilroot holds a formal connection 

offer for additional generation capacity; however they have been unable to confirm a 

commissioning date for this additional generation. 

 

The Heavy Fuel Oil Directive is anticipated to result in the loss of some 540 MW of capacity at 

Ballylumford Power Station by the end of 2015. Over the seven year period covered by this TSCS, 

168.5 MW of committed renewable generation with a further 502 MW of unapproved renewable 

generation is expected to connect to in NI.  By the year 2017/18; the total NI installed capacity will 

be circa 2850 MW. 

 

The implications of these developments are discussed in Sections 8 and 9, which deal with 

transmission network capability. 

 

It should be noted that a government renewable generation target level of 40% is being considered 

for the year 2020 in NI.  In order for NI to meet this target approximately 1600 MW of installed 

renewable generation capacity would be required to achieve the 40% target.  This represents a 

considerable challenge for SONI to manage, and is discussed in more detail in Section 4 of this 

TSCS.  

 

DEMAND 

 

Demand forecast projections are based on growth trends seen at BSPs over the last number of 

years, as well as economic growth data.  This TSCS includes the latest forecasts which have been 

calculated after the recent economic slump.  The methodology of this forecast is discussed in 

Section 5. Table S.2 below shows the seven year peak demand forecast used throughout this TSCS.   
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YEAR 2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 

DEMAND (MW) 1833 1857 1883 1911 1939 1967 1995 

Table S.2: Seven Year Peak Demand Forecast 

 

This TSCS highlights the seven year demand forecast at all BSPs for the time of peak demand in all 

seasons (winter, and summer maximum).  This TSCS also includes seven year forecasts for the time 

of minimum demand (summer minimum). These forecasts can be seen in Appendix D. 

 

POWER FLOWS 

 

This TSCS provides power flows for summer minimum conditions, to go along with summer 

maximum and winter maximum conditions.  Power flows for 2017/18 with maximum renewable 

generation output have also been included. These power flows are included to provide an 

indication of normal system flows with high levels of renewable generation. 

 

The major changes in the power flows include: 

 

 The modelling of the 33 kV network between BSPs and planned/existing Wind 

Farm Power Stations (WFPSs) to improve the accuracy of the power flow analysis 

 The modelling of BSP loads with seasonal power factors and the calculation of 

house loads for the different generator output levels to create accurate demand 

scenarios  

 The modelling of cluster substations to connect new WFPSs  

 
FAULT LEVELS 

 

Fault levels have been calculated in accordance with Engineering Recommendation G74, which 

itself is based upon International Standard IEC60909.  This TSCS provides fault levels at times of 

maximum and minimum demand for 2011/12 and 2017/18.  This highlights changes in fault levels 

brought about by increased renewable generation renewable and the introduction of the 400 kV 

Turleenan ς Mid-Cavan tie line with RoI. Fault levels for Winter Max, 2011/12, are shown below in 

Figure S.1. 

 

The results indicate that a number of substations are approaching, or have exceeded, their rated 

short circuit current level, under maximum generation conditions. These issues have been flagged 

up to NIE and work is planned to resolve these issues. In the interim risk mitigation measures have 

been employed by SONI, pending equipment uprating. In later years, increased renewable 

generation and the new 400 kV Turleenan ς Mid-Cavan tie-line with RoI raise fault levels further. 

The high fault levels at some substations means that all future connections to the NI transmission 

system will require careful analysis as plant margins are considerably reduced.  Details on fault 

levels are in Section 7.  
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Figure S.1: Fault Levels for Winter Max 2011/12 

 
TRANSMISSION CAPABILITY 

 

This TSCS examines the capability of the NI transmission system to accommodate a new source of 

generation in the year 2017/18, in addition to the power flows caused by existing and planned 

generation. 

 

Sections 8 and 9 describe in detail the analysis and results involved with the capability studies.  For 

the purposes of the analyses, generation was dispatched on an all-island basis, as this reflects the 

manner of generation dispatch in the SEM.  However, for testing capability at existing generation 

nodes, all generation at that node (existing and planned) was maximised before analysis was 

performed. Figure S.2 below geographically represents the capability of all nodes at 275 kV (map 

on the top) and 110 kV (map on the bottom) to accept new generation in 2017/18. At each 

substation, the available capacity is indicated. However, where no capacity is available, this is 

shown by a red dot, while nodes where there is in excess of 400 MW of capacity are represented 

with a yellow dot. 
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Figure S.2: Generation Opportunities at 275 kV and 110 kV for 2017/18 
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR NEW LARGE GENERATION AT 275 kV 

 

The analysis shows that several 275 kV nodes could accept a new generator of size 400 MW 

without requiring significant transmission network reinforcement.  Other nodes such as Kells and 

Magherafelt would also be capable of connecting a generator of significant size.  However, the 

analysis also highlighted several areas where there is no capacity; these are the Islandmagee area 

(Ballylumford and Moyle), Tamnamore and Coolkeeragh. 

 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR SMALLER GENERATION AT 110 kV 

 

The results indicate that in 2017/18, there is no spare capacity in the North-West region of the 

country, despite a number of unapproved reinforcement schemes at 110 kV level in the area.  This 

is due to the large amount of existing and planned renewable generation in the area.  The results 

also showed that this large amount of renewable generation introduced voltage stability issues 

under certain critical contingencies. The Network Reactive Compensation Schemes planned by NIE 

were required to support the voltage in the North-Western area. 

 

As with the 275 kV studies, the best opportunities for new generation at 110 kV level exist in the 

East of the country. 

 

It is important to note that the studies assess nodes individually, and therefore the results are not 

cumulative.  If a new generator planned to connect at a particular node, the capability of all other 

nodes would then need to be reassessed.  It should also be noted that these results are indicative, 

and factors such as fault levels and evolving generation and demand profiles would also need to be 

taken into account  

 

CONCUSSIONS 

 

The NI transmission system was originally built to a high standard in the 1960s and 1970s.  Until 

the recent economic downturn, it had experienced four decades of growth, increased 

interconnection with GB and RoI, widely distributed renewable generation and the introduction of 

the Single Electricity Market (SEM).  SONI is required to operate the transmission system whilst 

meeting a wide range of operational demands.  The resulting market flows and changing conditions 

have increased the thermal capacity issues and caused stability problems.  Substantial investment 

is now required in the short to medium term to support market mechanisms, meet government 

and E.U. renewables targets and prevent thermal and voltage related problems identified in this 

Transmission System Capacity Statement. 

 



 

 

 
 

  
1 INTRODUCTION 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

 

This 2011 Transmission System Capacity Statement (TSCS) has been prepared by the System 

Operator for Northern Ireland (SONLύ [ǘŘΣ ƛƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ /ƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴ ооΣ tŀǊǘ м ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά[ƛŎŜƴŎŜ 

ǘƻ tŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊŀƴǎƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ 9ƭŜŎǘǊƛŎƛǘȅέ in a form approved by the Authority. 

 

Following the introduction of the SiƴƎƭŜ 9ƭŜŎǘǊƛŎƛǘȅ aŀǊƪŜǘ ό{9aύ ōƻǘƘ {hbL ŀƴŘ bL9Ωǎ [ƛŎŜƴŎŜǎ 

were modified to reflect the new structure of the electricity supply industry on the island of 

Ireland. SONI has a licence obligation to operate, co-ordinate and direct the flow of electricity onto 

and over the NI transmission system. On the other hand, NIE has a licence obligation to plan, 

develop and maintain the NI transmission system. In doing so, SONI and NIE must comply with 

both the Transmission and Distribution System Security and Planning Standards, and the Grid 

Code. SONI is required to cooperate and assist the Transmission System Owner, NIE, in meeting its 

licence obligations regarding the planning and development of the NI Transmission System. A 

Transmission Interface Agreement (TIA) exists between the companies which sets out the 

information exchange requirements and timescales to assist each party to meet its licence 

obligations. This TSCS forms part of the transmission planning process described in Section C of the 

TIA.  One of the aims of the TIA is to facilitate the operation of the NI transmission system in an 

efficient, economically co-ordinated, safe, secure and reliable manner, as part of the All-Island 

Transmission Network. 

 

An agreement also exists between SONI and EirGrid called the System Operator Agreement (SOA). 

EirGrid are the Transmission System Operator (TSO) in RoI.  This agreement sets out the key 

principles and arrangements at the interface between the two companies as TSOs in NI and RoI 

respectively.  This describes the information exchange and timescales required to enable each TSO 

to meet its licence and Grid Code obligations.  All-island system planning is covered in Schedule 4, 

which deals with the sharing of information to facilitate the publication of this TSCS. 

 

The NI transmission network is operated at 275 kV and 110 kV.  The primary purpose of the 

network is to transport power via overhead lines and cables from Generators to Bulk Supply Points 

(BSPs).  The power is then transformed to lower voltages and distributed to customers via the 

distribution network. 

 

This TSCS describes the statutory operational requirements, the existing network, its configuration 

and its planned development over the seven year period to 2017/18.  Network utilisation is 

reported under normal operating conditions.  Potential locations for large generation or demand 

connections are analysed and the impact of network outages resulting from planned and 

unplanned outages is considered. 

 

This TSCS provides information on electricity demand forecasts, the transmission network, 

generation capacity and interconnection.  Sufficient detailed modelling parameters are provided to 

facilitate analysis by third parties. 
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1.1 OUTLINE OF STATEMENT 

 

Section 2 states the technical requirements of the supply system and the Licence standards which 

apply.  System reliability, stability and quality of supply are discussed and the impact of increased 

renewable generation and interconnection are considered. 

 

Section 3 describes the existing transmission network, including connections with the Republic of 

Ireland (RoI) and interconnection with Great Britain (GB).  An assessment of the existing system 

and the impact of future developments are included in this section. 

 

Section 4 describes the existing generation capacity, and provides information on generation 

operation. 

 

Section 5 provides the network data including demand forecasts and electrical parameters of 

network equipment. 

 

Sections 6 provides the capacity of the transmission network by use of power flow diagrams for 

the years 2011/12, 2014/15 and 2017/18. 

 

Section 7 analyses the network fault levels.  They are calculated for Winter Maximum and Summer 

Minimum conditions for the years 2011/12 and 2017/18. 

 

Section 8 analyses the capability of the network by means of a matrix study.  This examines the 

potential locations for large generation connections. 

 

Section 9 is a review of the development opportunities that exist for the connection of new 

generation and load. 

 

1.1.1 OTHER INFORMATION 

 

Potential users of the transmission system should also be aware of the following main documents: 

 

 The SONI Grid Code1 

 Licence Standards2- Transmission and Distribution System Security and Planning Standards 

 The SONI Transmission Connection Charging Methodology Statement3 

 The Statement of Charges4 for Use of the NIE Transmission and Distribution System 

 

                                                      
1
 http://www.soni.ltd.uk/gridcode.asp  

2
http://www.soni.ltd.uk/searchresults.asp     

3
http://www.soni.ltd.uk/upload/SEM-08-029%20SONI%20Charging%20%20Statement[1].pdf   

4
 http://www.niegetconnected.co.uk/publications.php  

http://www.soni.ltd.uk/gridcode.asp
http://www.soni.ltd.uk/searchresults.asp
http://www.soni.ltd.uk/upload/SEM-08-029%20SONI%20Charging%20%20Statement%5b1%5d.pdf
http://www.niegetconnected.co.uk/publications.php
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 The All-Island Generation Capacity Statement 2011-20205 

 The SONI Transmission System Performance Report6 

 

This TSCS does not assess the adequacy of generation capacity in NI.  This assessment is 

undertaken separately and reported in the All-Island Generation Capacity Statement 2011 -2020 

detailed above. 

 

1.2 PURPOSE OF STATEMENT 

 

The purpose of this TSCS is to provide: 

 

 Such further information as shall be reasonably necessary to enable any person seeking use 

of the transmission system to identify and evaluate the opportunities available when 

connecting to and making use of the system.  This includes information on the status of 

transmission capacity and the anticipated future requirements of transmission capacity. 

 

 A commentary prepared by the Transmission System Operator (TSO) ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¢{hΩǎ 

views as to those parts of the transmission most suited to either new generation or new 

demand connections, and the capability of the transmission system to transport further 

quantities of electricity. 

 

1.3 THE SINGLE ELECTRICITY MARKET 

 

On the 1st November 2007, a Single Electricity Market (SEM) began operating on the island of 

Ireland.  The all-island wholesale electricity market allows both NI and RoI to benefit from 

increased competition, reduced energy costs and improved reliability of supply than if the markets 

had not been combined.  It will also encourage the entry of new market participants, both 

generators and suppliers. 

 

The NI transmission network is connected to the RoI transmission network by a double circuit 275 

kV connection between Tandragee and Louth, and two 110 kV single circuit connections between 

Enniskillen and Corraclassy, and Strabane and Letterkenny.  With the introduction of the SEM, 

these circuits are treated as internal circuits, rather than interconnection between the two 

transmission systems. 

 

In the SEM, generation is dispatched on an all-island basis.  As a result, power flows are permitted 

on the cross border circuits in analysis carried out for the TSCS.  Despite this, however, only the 

performance of the transmission system in NI is considered. 

 

                                                      
5
 http://www.soni.ltd.uk/newsstory.asp?news_id=99  

6
 http://www.soni.ltd.uk/newsstory.asp?news_id=101  

http://www.soni.ltd.uk/newsstory.asp?news_id=99
http://www.soni.ltd.uk/newsstory.asp?news_id=101


2011 SONI Transmission System Capacity Statement 

 

14 

The SEM is currently constrained by the fact that there is not a 2nd circuit between the NI and RoI 

Transmission Systems. The flow of power between the two systems must be limited, and each 

jurisdiction must carry enough reserve to ensure that the systems are secure for the loss of the 

Tandragee to Louth 275 kV double circuit.  

 
A second 400 kV tie line between Turleenan and Mid-Cavan was originally expected to be 
established in 2012; it has been delayed and is now expected to be complete in Winter 2016/17. 
 

1.4 CHANGES SINCE THE LAST STATEMENT 

 

Since the last TSCS, a number of policy documents that impact NI Transmission System 

development have been published; including: 

 

 ΨThe Strategic Energy Framework (SEF) 2010Ω details NIΩǎ ƪŜȅ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ 

ensuring security of supply, enhancing sustainability and developing our energy 

infrastructure.  The SEF states that 40% of electricity consumption in NI should come from 

renewable sources by the year 2020. 

 

 ΨThe Offshore Wind and Marine Renewable Energy in NI Strategic Environmental 

Assessment (SEA) 20097Ω identifies the fact that although offshore renewables could make 

a significant contribution to the 40% target; onshore wind is the most readily available and 

currently least costly renewable technology. It concludes that within the 2020 timescales, 

onshore wind will continue to make the greatest contribution towards NI renewable 

electricity targets.  

 

SONI are currently involved in the production of an Onshore Renewable Electricity Action Plan 

(OREAP) for NI. This OREAP is currently being developed; an Onshore SEA is due to be consulted on 

in Summer 2011.   

 

If government targets are to be realised, increased renewable penetration can be expected on the 

NI Transmission System in next seven years. The TSCS study files contain Wind Farm Power 

Stations (WFPSs) which are expected to connect within the seven year period covered by this TSCS. 

Some of the WFPSs included the TSCS study files have not yet received approval from NIE and the 

Utility Regulator (UREGNI). SONI believe these generators should be included in analysis to ensure 

that representative outcomes are produced which highlight potential future problems on the NI 

Transmission System.   

 

The Utility Regulator (UREGNI) has approved in principle bL9Ωǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƻŦ clustering WFPS 

connections. The TSCS study files contain a number of cluster substations.  

 

                                                      
7
 http://www.offshorenergyni.co.uk/EnvironmentalReport.html    

 

http://www.offshorenergyni.co.uk/EnvironmentalReport.html


2011 SONI Transmission System Capacity Statement 

 

15 

!ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ bL9Ωǎ Transmission Investment Plan (TIP) include; Network 

Reactive Compensation Schemes included in the study files from Winter 2012/13; the upgrade of 

the Coolkeeragh-Magherafelt 275 kV double circuit from Winter 2015/16 and the upgrade of the 

Hannahstown-Lisburn 110 kV circuits from Winter 2016/17. At the time of writing bL9Ωǎ TIP is 

awaiting approval from the Utility Regulator (UREGNI). 

 

The planned North-South 400 kV connection between Turleenan and Mid-Cavan in RoI is now due 

to be established Winter 2016/17. The previous TSCS was based on the assumption that this circuit 

would be in service from 2012 onwards. As discussed in Section 1.3 the delay of this project has 

major implications for the All-Island Transmission System. 

 

The Kilroot CCGT is no longer included in the TSCS study files in line with the assumptions of the 

2011-2020 All-Island Generation Capacity Statement, this issue is discussed in detail in Section 

4.1.3.    

  



 

 

              

  



 

 

  

2  MAIN TECHNICAL 
REQUIREMENTS OF  
THE SUPPLY SYSTEM 
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2 MAIN TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS OF THE SUPPLY SYSTEM              

 

It is important for parties proposing to connect to the transmission system to be aware that there 

are technical requirements and standards to which the system is developed and operated. 

 

The development and operation of the transmission system must be managed to provide safe, 

secure and economic supplies of electricity at a satisfactory level of quality. 

   

2.1 SECURITY AND PLANNING STANDARDS 

 

The transmission system is planned and operated in accordance with the document entitled 

Ψ¢ǊŀƴǎƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 5ƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ {ȅǎǘŜƳ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎΩΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ 

by the Utility Regulator (UREGNI).  The relevant standards applicable to the NI Transmission System 

are described in Table G.1 of this document. 

 

The ability to supply customers during circuit outages is governed by the Security and Planning 

Standard P2/5, as amended on the 7th August 1992.  The standard is complex but generally 

requires that the main transmission system will continue to supply all customers in the event of a 

single unexpected event during the winter.  In other seasons, the system should supply all or a 

defined percentage of load for an unexpected event during the maintenance of another circuit.  

The standard applies increasing security requirements as the demand increases.  In Section 9 of 

this TSCS, a tower failure at 275 kV is considered to be a single event, i.e. the outage of two 275 kV 

circuits on the same tower.  This is to ensure that the system does not suffer catastrophic failure. 

 

The Security and Planning Standards were first written in the 1970s. In the intervening 40 years the 

Electricity Supply Industry in NI has undergone major changes with the introduction of the SEM; 

the large penetration of renewable generation and the movement away from a vertically 

integrated industry. There is an urgent requirement to review Planning, Operational and 

Connection Standards to ensure they meet the requirements of the new environment on the Island 

of Ireland.  

 
2.2 ELECTRICITY SUPPLY REGULATIONS (NORTHERN IRELAND) 

 

The two most important technical characteristics that determine the quality of supply are 

frequency and voltage.  The Electricity Supply Regulations (NI) 1991 set out the statutory 

obligations in relation to both frequency and voltage. 
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2.2.1 FREQUENCY 

 

The declared frequency is 50 Hz, and is normally controlled within the range 49.8 Hz to 50.2 Hz. 

 

Balancing generation and demand maintains the frequency within the above range.  The all-island 

system is not synchronously interconnected with the UK and greater European network, and thus 

reƳŀƛƴǎ ŀƴ ΨƛǎƭŀƴŘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΩΤ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘΣ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǳƴƛǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴŎȅ 

to fall below 49.5 Hz for a few seconds.  In such circumstances some system load may be shed 

automatically to assist in recovery of the frequency. 

 

The NI and RoI Transmission Systems are connected via a 275 kV double circuit between Louth and 

Tandragee, and two Ψpower flow controlledΩ 110 kV circuits.  These increase the inertia of the 

system, reducing the impact of the loss of a large generating unit in NI.  Nevertheless, the loss of 

generation may, in some circumstances, still result in under-frequency load shedding. 

 

SONI has negotiated with Moyle Interconnector Ltd. and National Grid Electricity Transmission 

(NGET) to use the Moyle interconnector to contract for the provision of spinning reserve.  This was 

introduced in 2007 to provide a reliable source of reserve and to complement reserve that had 

been provided by conventional generation. In 2010 the maximum reserve that can be provided by 

the Moyle Interconnector is 75 MW; 50 MW of reserve is provided when the frequency falls below 

49.6 Hz and a further 25 MW of reserve is provided when the frequency falls below 49.5 Hz. Note 

that for imports of power from GB greater than 425 MW the reserve available from Moyle will be 

reduced.  The Moyle interconnector also automatically reduces the import of power by 50 MW 

when the NI system frequency exceeds 50.3 Hz. 

 

2.2.2 VOLTAGE 

 

The voltage variation permitted by the Electricity Supply Regulations (NI) 1991 on the NI 

transmission system is ±10%.  The permitted step voltage changes are specified in the Transmission 

and Distribution System Security Planning Standards (PLM-ST-9).  The permitted step voltage 

changes are described below: 

 

 For a secured single circuit outage: not greater than 6%. 

 For a secured double circuit outage: not greater than 10%. 
 

For both conditions, the 110 kV voltages at BSPs should not drop below 90%. 

 

The voltage at any point on the system is determined by the reactive power output of the 

generating plant, the tap position of each generator/system transformer, the electrical 

characteristics of the system, the level of system load and its power factor.   
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Voltage control is affected by providing automatic voltage control on generators, altering 

transformer tap positions and the switching of shunt reactors or capacitors.  These operational 

measures do not compromise the security standards imposed by the SONI licence. 

 

2.3 GRID CODE REQUIREMENTS 

 

The main technical conditions to be met by users of the system are outlined in the SONI Grid Code.  

The Code sets out the principles governing SONIΩǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ  ¢ƘŜ /ƻŘŜ 

specifies procedures for both planning and operation and covers both normal and exceptional 

circumstances. 

 

2.4 SYSTEM RELIABILITY, STABILITY AND QUALITY 

 

The operation of the NI Transmission System is planned in accordance with the Licence Standards 

where particular consideration is given to avoiding potential problems due to forced circuit 

outages occurring during a planned circuit outage.  The location and connection arrangement of 

generators is very important in this context. 

 

As well as considering the reliability of circuits and load flows following circuit outages (overload 

situations), it is necessary to consider the stability of the system.  When proposals for new 

generation, demand connections or interconnection are being considered, it is necessary to 

investigate both transient stability (the resilience of the system to faults) and dynamic stability (the 

resilience of the system to generator trips or circuit switching). 

 

System instability can usually be prevented by the application of enhanced protection and control 

systems.  Instability can result in the following: 

 

 Loss of synchronism between generators 

 Consequential tripping of circuits 

 Mismatched pockets of generation and load 

 Possible plant damage 

 Loss of customer supply 
 

With regard to the relatively small size of the NI transmission system, it is also necessary to 

consider the adequacy of the response characteristics of generating units. 

 
2.4.1 INCREASED RENEWABLE GENERATION LEVELS 

 

The connection of generation from renewable sources such as; biomass, tidal, hydro and 

particularly wind changes the NI generation portfolio. An ever increasing proportion of the 

generation has characteristics which differ from those of conventional fossil fuel generators.  SONI 
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face many challenges to manage the NI transmission system in a safe, secure and reliable manner; 

these challenges include different operating conditions caused by: 

 

 The connection of generation to the distribution network 

 The introduction of new generator technologies 

 Increased distances between sources of generation and load centres 

 Increased risk of overloads on heavily loaded transmission corridors. 

 

Technical areas requiring investigation include: 

 

a) The energy source can be uncertain, this uncertainty impacts on the ramping of the system 

load and has implications for the required plant flexibility in NI. 

b) The provision of ancillary services, including frequency response, by these renewable 

technologies will require attention in the future. 

c) The reactive power/voltage control requirements of the NI Transmission System under 

transient and steady state conditions needs to be understood especially as conventional 

plant is increasingly becoming displaced by WFPSs which contribute less to the reactive 

power balance on the NI Transmission System. 

d) The ability of these renewable technologies to ride through faults is considerably different 

from conventional plant. The behaviour of these technologies during and after a fault must 

be understood so that their response can be predicted and managed by SONI. 

e) The affect of the reduction of the NI Transmission System inertia on the characteristics of 

the system needs to be understood so that the dynamic and transient stability is 

maintained. 

f) The thermal limits of the equipment on the NI Transmission System may be exceeded 

under Ψhigh wind-low demandΩ scenarios under maintenance/ fault conditions. SONI must 

ensure the NI Transmission System is operated to the appropriate standards and that 

adequate measures are in place; such as generation constraint mechanisms, to safeguard 

the system.  

 

SONI & EirGrid have investigated the above concerns in the All-Island Facilitation of Renewables 

Studies8. Further investigations are required to ensure a secure, sustainable power system. The 

areas requiring development are frequency response, voltage control, ramping services, 

operational policies. SONI is actively working with developers and manufacturers to ensure WFPSs 

are compliant with Grid Code and are fully controllable. Cooperation is required between all 

parties involved in renewable generation connections to ensure that levels of connection are 

effectively managed so that government targets can be met. 

 

                                                      
8
 http://www.eirgrid.com/renewables/facilitationofrenewables/  

http://www.eirgrid.com/renewables/facilitationofrenewables/
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SONI is engaged in wind energy forecasting (WEPROG9) to manage the uncertainty of wind 

generation. More accurate wind forecasts facilitate the adequate commitment of thermal plant on 

the NI Transmission System.  

 

SONI will be proposing modifications to the Grid Code in relation to points a) and d) above.  It is 

likely that in order to facilitate high penetration of wind power; obligations will be required for 

WFPSs to contribute to system inertia (see e) above). Section 4.2 discusses the increase of 

renewable generation into the future. 

 

2.4.2 INTERCONNECTION WITH GREAT BRITAIN 

 

The 500 MW HVDC link with Great Britain (GB) is described in Section 3. 

 

HVDC links have an advantage over alternating current (AC) interconnection in that separate 

control of voltage and frequency can be maintained on each system.  The power flow can be preset 

at a fixed value and in an emergency the link can provide additional support through its very rapid 

automatic response to system disturbances. 

 

Where there are faults on the NI transmission system, effects are limited to a brief distortion of the 

HVDC 50 Hz ac synchronous waveform in import mode.  The rapid response means that the HVDC 

link can have a net stabilising effect on the all-island system in the event of generation loss.   

 

With large imports of power from GB across the HVDC link, conventional generation is displaced by 

this non-synchronous source of generation, this:  

 

 Reduces the system inertia; which is also reduced by the increased wind penetration  

 Increases the dynamic reactive support required by the NI Transmission System; the HVDC 

link does not have dynamic reactive power export capability  

 

The HVDC link can now export up to 300 MW to GB; when the HVDC link is flowing full export, 

under certain contingencies, additional reactive support above those levels already planned will be 

required to ensure NI Transmission System reliability, stability and quality. 

  

                                                      
9
  http://www.weprog.com  

http://www.weprog.com/
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3 THE NORTHERN IRELAND TRANSMISSION SYSTEM 

 

This section describes the topology of the existing Northern Ireland (NI) transmission system and 

the future planned network developments that may occur over the coming years.  Transmission 

developments, large generation and demand connection projects all tend to have long lead in 

times.  Consideration of future planned network developments will give an indication of how the 

configuration of the system will change.   NIE have supplied SONI the following information: 

 

 A Transmission Investment Plan (TIP)  

 The Transmission Network Annual Data (TNAD)  

 PSS/E network files representing the seven year period covered by this TSCS 

 NI Sequence Data to facilitate Fault Level Analysis for 2011/12 and 2017/18 

  

This information as of the freeze date forms the basis of this Transmission System Capacity 

Statement (TSCS).  

 

3.1 THE EXISTING SYSTEM 

 

The NI transmission system comprises some 2,000 circuit kilometres of 275 kV and 110 kV 

overhead lines and cables.  The backbone of the transmission network in NI was originally built to a 

high standard ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфтлΩǎΦ  This network has been very effective and has accommodated many 

years of load growth that was seen in NI u until the recent economic downturn.  A geographic 

layout of the existing transmission system is shown in Map B.1. 

 

3.2 CONNECTIONS WITH REPUBLIC OF IRELAND 

 

3.2.1 275 kV CONNECTIONS 

 

The NI and Republic of Ireland (RoI) transmission systems are connected via a double circuit 275 kV 

line between Tandragee and Louth, terminated in two paralleled 300 MVA 275/220 kV 

transformers on one circuit, and a 600 MVA 275/220 kV transformer on the other. 

 

The physical firm capacity of the Tandragee-Louth cross-border circuits is assessed as the 

emergency overload rating of one circuit- 660 MVA summer rating.  However, the actual transfer 

capacity of the circuits is limited by other technical factors.  Some of these include: 

 

 The possibility of system separation that results from a forced outage of the circuits 

 The risk of voltage instability in NI 

 Thermal overloads in some associated transmission corridors 
 
For certain North-South power transfers; the loss of the Tandragee-Louth 275 kV circuits requires 
the tripping of the 110 kV Strabane-Letterkenny and Enniskillen-Corraclassy circuits as well as the 
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fast run-back of the power flowing into NI on the Moyle HVDC Interconnector to secure the 
frequency stability of the NI System. 
 

3.2.2 110 kV CONNECTIONS 

 

In addition to the main 275 kV double circuit; there are two 110 kV connections that were 

commissioned in March 1995, as described below: 

 

 Strabane-Letterkenny: single 110 kV circuit 

 Enniskillen-Corraclassy: single 110 kV circuit 
 

Until 2001 both circuits operated in a standby mode but were converted into permanent 

connections by the deployment of power flow controllers, rated at 125 MW.  The power flow 

controllers are normally adjusted close to 0 MW transfer, but can be set to a desired flow to 

support either system during abnormal system operation.  The systems are not considered stable 

in the absence of the 275 kV Tandragee-Louth double circuit, and therefore the 110 kV connections 

are automatically removed from service in the absence of both 275 kV circuits.  In the event of a 

severe outage, e.g. Coolkeeragh-Magherafelt 275 kV double circuit, the power flow controllers 

allow immediate support from the healthy system, pending manual control action. 

 

3.2.3 FUTURE CONNECTIONS 

 

NIE and EirGrid (the TSO in RoI) are committed to establishing a new 400 kV line between 

Turleenan in NI and Mid-Cavan in RoI.  The new circuit will increase the transfer capability between 

the two systems, resulting in higher possible power flows.  The total transfer capacity will be in the 

region of 1500 MVA and is expected to be commissioned by Winter 2016/17. 

 

3.2.4 CONSTRAINTS 

 

Currently, in the event of the loss of the existing 275 kV double circuit connecting NI to RoI, the 

two 110 kV connections are automatically switched out, to maintain system stability. As a result of 

this, system separation occurs.  The potential impact of system separation results in constraints 

being applied on the amount of power that can be transferred between NI and RoI. 

 

The Total Transfer Capacity (TTC) of the 275/220 kV double circuit tie line is summarised in Table 

3.1 below.  It should be noted that the amount of power that can be transferred also depends on 

the amount of reserve being carried in each jurisdiction. 
 

DIRECTION TOTAL TRANSFER CAPACITY 

NI ς RoI 430 MW 

RoI ς NI 380 MW 

Table 3.1: Existing Constraints on 275 kV Circuits 
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Once the new 400 kV tie line comes into operation, a second high capacity path will be provided in 

the event of a fault on the existing circuits.  The current constraints 275 kV double circuit will be 

revised.  

 

The map below in Figure 3.1 shows the location of the connections with RoI & GB. 

 

 
Figure 3.1: Existing Cross Border Circuits and Interconnection 

 

3.3 INTERCONNECTION WITH GREAT BRITAIN 

 

The Moyle interconnector commenced commercial operation in 2002.  It is constructed as a dual 

monopole HVDC link with two coaxial undersea cables from Ballycronan More in Islandmagee, to 

Auchencrosh in Ayrshire, Scotland.  The link has a physical installed capacity of 500 MW; however, 

this is curtailed due to certain network limitations on both sides of the link.  An emergency flow of 

up to 75 MW is available should the frequency in NI drop below 49.6 Hz.   

 

The convertor station at Ballycronan More is looped into one of the 275 kV Ballylumford to 

Hannahstown circuits. The Moyle Interconnector is a Line Commutated Converter (LCC) HVDC link. 

The Moyle link is self compensating for reactive power losses. There are 4 x 59 MVAr capacitor 

banks at the Ballycronan More converter station with 3 of these capacitor banks acting as filters. 

 

All interconnector capacity is auctioned by SONI in NI on behalf of Moyle Interconnector Limited 

(MIL).  This capacity is purchased by market participants. The map above in Figure 3.1 shows the 

location of the Moyle interconnector. 
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Since the last TSCS the amount of power that is permitted to be exported from NI to GB across the 

Moyle Interconnector has been increased to 300 MW all year. Table 3.2 below details the available 

capacity of the Moyle interconnector. 

 

DIRECTION SUMMER WINTER 

GB - NI 410 MW 450 MW 

NI - GB 300 MW 300 MW 

Table 3.2: Existing Constraints on the Moyle Interconnector 

 
3.4 PLANNED TRANSMISSION SYSTEM PROJECTS 

 

NIE have provided SONI with details of the transmission system projects that are planned to take 

place, subject to regulatory approval as part of the overall price review settlement, over the next 

seven years. These planned projects can be classified as either: 

 

 Load Related Network Projects 

 Asset Replacement Projects 

 The North South Project 

 Renewable Integration Projects 

 Wind Farm Cluster Projects 

 

The planned transmission system projects must receive capital approval from the NIE Executive 

before work can commence. The following sections provide details of the planned works as well 

the date the project is included in the TSCS study files.  

 

In order to create TSCS study files that are as representative as possible of the future Transmission 

System unapproved projects have been included using provisional completion dates provided by 

NIE at the time of the data freeze.  

 

3.4.1 LOAD RELATED NETWORK DEVELOPMENTS 

 

a) TAMNAMORE MAIN 275/110 kV SUBSTATION ð PHASE 110 

Tamnamore, a new 275/110 kV injection point, connecting at 110 kV into Dungannon Main 

has been established. Tamnamore Phase 1 has NIE Executive approval. A new 275/110 kV 

single transformer substation has been established at Tamnamore. The existing 275 kV 

Magherafelt to Tandragee circuit has been diverted into the substation. A new 240 MVA 

275/110 kV transformer has been connected and the associated 110 kV switchgear has 

been installed. A new 110 kV circuit is to be constructed, to Dungannon 110/33 kV 

substation. The 110 kV circuit from Tamnamore to Dungannon will be constructed with 
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 NIE have undertaken to review the proposal of only turning in one 275 kV circuit based on lifetime economic costs. 
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UPAS at 65 °C rated at 144 MVA. The network reinforcement first appears in the TSCS study 

files in summer 2011. 

 

b) HANNAHSTOWN 3rd 275/110 kV IBTX 

A third 240 MVA IBTX is to be installed at Hannahstown. The demand at Hannahstown will 

require all supplies to be maintained for the maintenance of one 275/110 kV IBTX coinciding 

with a forced outage of the other IBTX. Approval is in place for the 3rd IBTX at Hannahstown and 

the project first appears in the TSCS study files in winter 2011/12. 

 

c) CASTLEREAGH 4th 275/110 kV IBTX 

A fourth 240 MVA IBTX at Castlereagh is to be installed. The level of demand on Castlereagh 

requires all supplies to be maintained for the maintenance of one 240/110 kV transformer 

ŎƻƛƴŎƛŘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ƻǳǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ L.¢·ΩǎΦ !ǇǇǊƻǾŀƭ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƻōǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦƻǳǊǘƘ 

transformer at Castlereagh; the project first appears in the TSCS study files during winter 

2012/13. This fourth IBTX planned to be switched in to manage maintenance outages.  

 

d) BELFAST NORTH MAIN 110/33 kV BSP 

A new 110/33 kV substation at Whitla Street is to be established. This substation will replace 

the existing 110/33 kV substation at Power Station West. This project is required due to the 

deterioration in condition of the substation assets at PSW. The existing Whitla Street site will be 

redeveloped for a new 33 kV switchboard and pair of 90 MVA 110/33 kV transformers. The 

existing Donegall to PSW 110 kV feeders will be turned in and connected to the proposed new 

110/33 kV transformers, the residual sections of 110kV circuits to PSW will be decommissioned. 

This project has NIE approval and first appears in the TSCS study files in winter 2013/14. 

 

e) BALLYLUMFORD - EDEN - CARNMONEY 110 kV CIRCUIT* 

The conductor on the Ballylumford-Eden-Carnmoney 110 kV circuit is to be replaced. 

Upgrade is required because the loss of the Hannahstown to Ballylumford / Moyle 275 kV 

double circuit tower line results in significant overload of the circuit, also single circuit outages 

can also cause the remaining circuit to be overloaded under normal dispatch levels. It is 

planned to reconductor the existing double circuit tower line with a Gap conductor, which 

will allow the up-rating of each circuit to a minimum of 190 MVA. The project will be 

ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ bL9Ωǎ wtр ǎǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭΦ The Ballylumford to Eden portion of the circuit 

is upgraded in the TSCS files in winter 2012/13. The Eden to Carnmoney section of the 

circuit is upgraded in the TSCS files one year later in winter 2013/14. 

 
f) AIRPORT ROAD MAIN 

A new 110/33 kV substation at Airport Road is to be established to service the Titanic Quarter 

and Harbour Estate. A new substation is required because significant demand growth has been 

forecast in the Belfast Harbour area due to the Titanic Quarter redevelopment, Bombardier and 

 
*After the data freeze date NIE have notified SONI that 110 kV Invar and Gap conductor will be rated at 177/181/183 MVA instead 

of 190/200/210 MVA  
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Belfast Harbour Commissioner proposals. It is planned to construct a new 110/33 kV substation 

including 2 x 90 MVA transformers and 33 kV switchboard at Airport Road. 110 kV cables will be 

laid from the Dee Street terminal tower direct to the transformer end boxes. It is proposed that 

the existing Rosebank to Dee Street tower line will be connected to the 110 kV network at 

Rosebank in a tee off arrangement. This will take place after the Castlereagh to Rosebank 110 

ƪ± ŎŀōƭŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ bL9Ωǎ wtр ǎǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭΦ 

Airport Road first appears in the TSCS study files during winter 2013/14. 

 

g) CASTLEREAGH / TANDRAGEE REACTIVE COMPENSATION 

Reactive support at Castlereagh and Tandragee is to be installed. This reactive compensation 

is required because the loss of the 275 kV double circuit tower line from Hannahstown to Moyle 

/ Ballylumford has the potential to cause a severe reduction in voltage at Hannahstown and 

Castlereagh (depending on the demand and dispatch scenario). It is proposed that the reactive 

compensation schemes will be a combination of fixed and dynamic reactive support. In the 

TSCS files each substation has two fixed 25 MVAr capacitors working in conjunction with a 

Static Var Compensator (SVC) with a range of ± 50 MVAr. These schemes have not yet been 

approved and first appear in the TSCS study files in winter 2012/13. 

 

h) NORTH WEST REACTIVE COMPENSATION 

Reactive support at Coolkeeragh is to be installed. This reactive support is required because 

in the event of the Coolkeeragh CCGT not running and a double circuit outage of the 275 kV 

circuits between Coolkeeragh and Magherafelt, the 110 kV Transmission System and the 

synchronous compensator GT8 are not capable of supporting the voltage in the North West 

at peak load times. Also under certain wind generation conditions there is the potential for 

transmission circuit overloads in the North West. It is proposed that the reactive 

compensation scheme will be a combination of fixed and dynamic reactive support. In the 

TSCS files there are two fixed 25 MVAr capacitors working in conjunction with a Static Var 

Compensator (SVC) with a range of ± 50 MVAr. This scheme has not yet been approved. The 

North West reactive compensation scheme first appears in the TSCS study files in 2012/13 

winter. 

 

i) HANNAHSTOWN TO LISBURN 110 kV CIRCUITS 

The conductor on the Hannahstown to Lisburn A and B single circuits is to be replaced. 

Several credible contingencies cause the above circuits to be overloaded during high 

transfers from North to South. With the completion of the 400 kV North-South 

interconnector the Net Transfer Capability is expected to be increased initially to 1000 

MVA. The rating of the Hannahstown to Lisburn circuits however will restrict that. The 

ŀōƻǾŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƛǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ bL9Ωǎ wtр ǎǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭΦ It is planned to change the 

conductors to match the cable sections, i.e. a rating 144 MVA. The project first appears in the 

TSCS study files during Winter 2016/17. 
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j) BALLYLUMFORD SWITCHGEAR 

The switchgear at Ballylumford is to be replaced with new indoor GIS switchboard. This will 

allow both interbus transformers at Ballylumford to be switched in as opposed to only one 

presently, due to fault level concerns. It is planned to construct a new switch house. A new 

GIS double busbar 40 kA 110 kV switchboard will be installed and the 110 kV circuits diverted 

accordingly. The NIE Executive has yet to approve this project. The project first appears in the 

TSCS study files during winter 2013/14. It is assumed that after this work takes place both 

Interbus transformers at Ballylumford can be in service. 

 

 3.4.2  ASSET REPLACEMENT PROJECTS 

 

a) CASTLEREAGH 275/110 kV IBTX 1 

The Interbus transformer IBTX1 at Castlereagh is to be replaced. The replacement 

transformer will have a 60 MVA tertiary winding. The asset replacement first appears in the 

study files during winter 2013/14. 

 

b) COOLKEERAGH 275/110 IBTX1 

The Interbus transformer IBTX 1 at Coolkeeragh is to be replaced with a transformer that 

will have a 60 MVA tertiary winding. The asset replacement first appears in the TSCS study 

files during winter 2016/17. 

 

c) BALLYMENA MAIN MESH 

Two 45 MVA transformers at Ballymena Mesh are to be replaced by two 90 MVA 

transformers which are due to be installed and commissioned by winter 2011/12. 

 

d) DONEGALL MAIN (NORTH) 

One 60 MVA transformer at Donegal North is to be replaced by one 90 MVA transformer 

which is due to be installed and commissioned by winter 2011/12. Donegall North will then 

have two 90 MVA transformers in situ. 

 

e) CARNMONEY MAIN 

One 60 MVA and two 30 MVA transformers at Carnmoney Main will be replaced by two 90 

MVA transformers. This asset replacement first appears in the TSCS files during Winter 

2012/13. 

 

f) DONEGALL MAIN (SOUTH) 

It is proposed to replace two 60 MVA transformers at Donegall South with two 90 MVA 

transformers. The asset replacement first appears in the TSCS study files during winter 

2015/16. 
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g) KNOCK MAIN 

Two 60 MVA transformers at Knock Main are to be replaced by two 90 MVA transformers 

which are planned to be installed and commissioned by winter 2012/13. 

 
h) CREGAGH MAIN 

It is proposed to replace two 75 MVA transformers at Cregagh Main with two 90 MVA 

transformers. The asset replacement first appears in the TSCS study files during winter 

2014/15. 

 
i) BALLYMENA MAIN (SWITCHBOARD) 

It is proposed to replace two 60 MVA transformers at Ballymena Switchboard with two 90 

MVA transformers. The asset replacement first appears in the TSCS study files during 

Winter 2014/15. 

 

j) ENNISKILLEN MAIN 

It is proposed to replace two 45 MVA transformers and one 60 MVA transformer at 

Enniskillen Main with two 90 MVA transformers. The asset replacement first appears in the 

TSCS study files in winter 2013/14. 

 

k) CASTLEREAGH TO ROSEBANK 110 kV CIRCUITS 

It is proposed to replace the two existing cable circuits which will allow the up-rating of 

each circuit to a minimum of 144 MVA. This asset replacement first appears in the TSCS 

study files during winter 2013/14. 

 

l) COOLKEERAGH MAGHERAFELT 275 kV CIRCUITS 

It is proposed to change the conductor on the existing double-circuit tower line. The 

proposed new conductor has yet to be selected but may be Rubus 500 mm2 AAAC. The 

works when complete will allow the up-rating of each circuit to a minimum of 761 MVA. 

The existing cable becomes the restricting element in each circuit. This asset replacement 

first appears in the TSCS study files during winter 2015/16. 

 

3.4.3 NORTH-SOUTH PROJECT 

 

A new 400/275 kV substation at Turleenan and a new 400 kV interconnector between 

Turleenan and Kingscourt, Co. Cavan (provisionally referred to as Mid-Cavan) is to be 

established. The project has in principle Regulatory and NIE Executive approval. It is 

planned to construct a 400/275 kV substation at Turleenan. The substation will initially be 

equipped with two 500 MVA transformers with a spare base and switchgear bays for a 

third. The Tamnamore to Tandragee and Magherafelt to Tandragee circuits will be looped 

into the 275 kV double bus. It is also proposed to construct an 80 km 400 kV single circuit 

tower line from Turleenan to Kingscourt.  
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The new circuit will have a rating of approx 1500 MVA. With two transformers in service 

initially however the interconnector will be rated at 1000 MVA. All switchgear will have a 

fault rating of 40 kA. This project first appears in the TSCS study files during winter 2016/17. 

Once this connection is established, the constraints on the existing Tandragee-Louth 275 kV 

double circuit (see Section 3.2.4) will be removed. 

 

3.4.4 RENEWABLE INTEGRATION PROJECTS 

 

a) DUNGANNON TO OMAGH 110 kV CIRCUITS ð PHASE 211 

The remaining lengths of the Dungannon Omagh 110 kV Circuits that were not replaced 

during Phase 1 works will be reconductored with INVAR conductor.  The cable on circuit B 

will also be replaced. Phase 2 works will enable each circuit to have a minimum rating of 

190 MVA. This work is due to be completed by winter 2011/12.  

 

b) OMAGH MAIN 110/33 kV TRANSFORMERS 

Two 60 MVA transformers at Omagh Main will be replaced by two 90 MVA transformers. 

For a transformer outage at Omagh it is possible that in the presence of wind, the remaining 

60 MVA unit could be significantly overloaded. The two 90 MVA transformers are due to be 

installed and commissioned by winter 2011/12. 

 

c) KELLS COLERAINE 110 kV CIRCUIT PHASE 1 

It is proposed to up-rate one side of the existing 110 kV tower line between Terrygowan 

and Kells with the INVAR conductor. In terms of the PSS/E network files the resistance, 

reactance and susceptance of the circuit between Kells and Coleraine is altered when this 

network reinforcement first appears in the TSCS study files in winter 2012/13. 

 
d) TAMNAMORE MAIN 275/110 kV SUBSTATION ð PHASE 2 

Phase 2 is the completion of the Tamnamore 275/110 kV project. It is proposed to extend 

the existing 275 kV and 110 kV double busbars at Tamnamore, install a second 275/110 kV 

transformer and loop in the Dungannon-Drumnakelly and Dungannon-Creagh 110 kV 

circuits. Dungannon Main will be supplied by two radial circuits from Tamnamore Main. The 

network reinforcement first appears in the TSCS study files during winter 2013/14. 

 

e) OMAGH TO TAMNAMORE NEW 110 kV CIRCUIT 

It is proposed to construct a 3rd Tamnamore to Omagh 110 kV single circuit during 2013, 

following on from Tamnamore Phase 2 works where the two Omagh to Dungannon 110 kV 

circuits were reconfigured to become two Omagh to Tamnamore circuits. This 3rd circuit will 

be approximately 45 km in length on Portal construction and conductored with Zebra 

strung for 75 oC. The circuit will also be looped in to connect with the proposed Fallaghearn 
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 After the data freeze date NIE have notified SONI that the rating of these circuits will be limited to 150 MVA by the mesh at Dungannon. After the 

completion of Tamnamore Phase 2 these circuits will be rated at 177/181/183 MVA 
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WFPS cluster substation. The network reinforcement first appears in the TSCS study files 

during winter 2013/14. 

 

f) KELLS COLERAINE 110 kV CIRCUIT PHASE 2* 

It is proposed to up rate approximately 26 km of the 110 kV line between Terrygowan and 

the loop-in point for the Mid-Antrim WFPS cluster substation (Section 3.9.4). As with Kells-

Coleraine Phase 1 it has been assumed that the upgrade will be to Invar conductor, strung 

for 200 oC. The phase 2 works, when complete, will allow the up rating of the circuit 

betweens Kells and Mid-Antrim to a minimum of 190 MVA. This network reinforcement 

first appears in the TSCS study files from winter 2014/15 onwards. 

 

g) OMAGH ENNISKILLEN 110 kV CIRCUITS 

It is proposed to up-rate both sides of the double circuit tower line to cope with the wind 

generation being connected in Co. Fermanagh. The works when complete will allow the up-

rating of each circuit to a minimum of 109 MVA. This network reinforcement first appears 

in the TSCS study files in winter 2015/16. 

 

h) COOLKEERAGH-LIMAVADY-COLERAINE 110 kV CIRCUITS* 

It is proposed to up-rate the 110 kV circuits between Coolkeeragh, Limavady and Coleraine 

to accommodate the wind farm clusters expected to connect to the Limavady Main node. It 

has been assumed that the upgrade will be to INVAR conductor, strung for 200 oC. When 

works are complete the circuits will be up rated to a minimum of 190 MVA. This network 

reinforcement first appears in the study files in winter 2015/16. 

 

i) KELLS COLERAINE 110 kV CIRCUIT PHASE 3* 

It is proposed to up-rate the remaining 20 km section of the 110 kV line between the loop-

in point for the Mid-Antrim WFPS cluster substation (Section 3.9.4) and Coleraine. It has 

been assumed that the upgrade will be to INVAR conductor, strung for 200 oC. When works 

are complete the circuit will be up rated to a minimum of 190 MVA. This network 

reinforcement first appears in the TSCS study files in winter 2015/16. 

 

3.4.5 WIND FARM CLUSTER PROJECTS 

 

a) KILLYMALLAGHT 110/33 kV CLUSTER 

A new 110/33 kV substation is currently under construction, the substation will comprise of 

ƻƴŜ сл a±! ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ƛǎ ŀŘƧŀŎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƻƻƭƪŜŜǊŀƎƘ ǘƻ {ǘǊŀōŀƴŜ Ψ/Ω ммл ƪ± 

circuit, approximately 10 km south of Coolkeeragh and 16 km north of Strabane Main. The 

ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ /ƻƻƭƪŜŜǊŀƎƘ ǘƻ {ǘǊŀōŀƴŜ Ψ/Ω ŎƛǊŎǳƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƭƻƻǇŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ YƛƭƭȅƳŀƭƭŀƎƘǘΦ Lƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴ 

and commissioning are expected to be complete by autumn 2011. Slieve Kirk WFPS will 

feed into the Killymallaght cluster via a 110 kV circuit.  

 
*After the data freeze date NIE have notified SONI that 110 kV Invar and Gap conductor will be rated at 177/181/183 MVA instead 

of 190/200/210 MVA  
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b) MAGHERAKEEL 110/33 kV CLUSTER* 

A new 110/33 kV substation with two 90 MVA transformers is to be constructed. The 

cluster substation is to be located approximately 38 km west of Omagh Main. A single 110 

kV overhead line circuit will be constructed (AP1 construction) to connect the new cluster 

node into the existing 110 kV mesh at Omagh Main. The conductor is likely to be UPAS, 

strung for 75 oC; this circuit will be limited to a rating of 144 MVA due to cable connection 

into the Omagh Main. Magherakeel first appears in the TSCS study files in summer 2012. 

 

c) FALLAGHEARN 110/33 kV CLUSTER 

It is proposed to construct a 110/33 kV substation with one 60 MVA transformer at a site 

adjacent to the proposed new 110 kV Omagh to Tamnamore 3rd circuit approximately 19 

km east of Omagh Main and 38 km west of Tamnamore Main. The new circuit would be 

looped into this new cluster hub. Fallaghearn cluster first appears in the TSCS study files in 

winter 2013/14. 

 

d) POMEROY 110/33 kV CLUSTER 

The proposed establishment of a 110/33 kV substation with one 60 MVA transformer at a 

site adjacent to the existing 110 kV Omagh to Dungannon B circuit (following Tamnamore 

Phase 2 works this circuit will be re-ƴŀƳŜŘ ΨhƳŀƎƘ ǘƻ ¢ŀƳƴŀƳƻǊŜΩ όSection 3.6.4)), 

approximately 21 km east of Omagh Main and 18 km west of Tamnamore Main. The 

existing circuit will be looped into this new cluster substation. Pomeroy cluster first appears 

in the TSCS study files in winter 2013/14. 
 

e) MID-ANTRIM 110/33 kV CLUSTER 

The construction of a 110/33 kV substation with one 60 MVA transformer at a site close to 

the existing Coleraine to Kells 110 kV circuit, approximately 20 km southeast of Coleraine 

Main. The existing circuit will be looped into this new cluster substation via the construction 

of two portal 110 kV circuits of 6 km in length each. The conductor is assumed to be Invar, 

strung for 200 oC. This cluster first appears in the TSCS study files in winter 2014/15. 
 

f) ALTAHULLION 110/33 kV CLUSTER 

A new 110/33 kV substation is to be constructed with one 60 MVA transformer. The 

Altahullion Cluster is to be located approximately 13 km southwest of Limavady Main. A 

single 110 kV overhead line circuit will be constructed (AP1 construction) to connect the 

new cluster hub into the existing 110 kV mesh at Limavady Main. The conductor is likely to 

be UPAS, strung for 75 oC the circuit is limited to a rating of 144 MVA because of cable 

connection into Limavady Main. This cluster first appears in the TSCS study files in Winter 

2014/15. 
 

 

 

 
*After the data freeze date NIE have notified SONI that 110 kV Invar and Gap conductor will be rated at 177/181/183 MVA instead 

of 190/200/210 MVA  
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3.5 SPECIAL PROTECTION SCHEMES 

 

Special protection schemes (SPSs) monitor the network and take automatic action to protect 

system assets when faults occur.  For example, SPSs may detect low network voltages, circuit 

overloads, or circuit tripping, and protect system assets by automatically reconfiguring the 

network, disconnecting demand/generation or changing the output of generation.   

 

The design of individual SPSs determines how they effect network operation in specific parts of the 

network listed below. The TSO would not view SPSs as satisfactory long term solutions, as they 

could have a negative impact on system security in the future. 

 

SONI is currently comparing the level of generation that is disconnected via SPS to the reserve 

available on conventional thermal plant. There is a limit to the amount of generation that can be 

securely connected by utilising SPS disconnection. 

 

It is important when investment decisions are taken that complete economic costs are considered; 

this analysis should include costs of potential constraints along with the implications on the cost of 

energy in the SEM on the Island of Ireland. SONI is concerned about the interaction of the SPSs on 

the NI Transmission system; it is increasingly difficult to determine the impact of an unexpected 

event because of the added operational complexity that SPSs cause on the NI Transmission System.  

 

3.5.1 110 kV CIRCUIT PROTECTION SCHEME: TANDRAGEE-DRUMNAKELLY 

 

Under certain 110 kV circuit outage scenarios the Tandragee to Drumnakelly circuits can become 

significantly overloaded.  To relieve this situation, a special protection scheme has been installed to 

automatically reconfigure the network, and in extreme circumstances, disconnect load. 

 

3.5.2 COOLKEERAGH UNDER-VOLTAGE SCHEME 

 

At heavy load times, when there is insufficient operational generation at Coolkeeragh, the network 

in the North West may be subject to low voltage conditions following a forced outage on either: 

 

 The Coolkeeragh ς Magherafelt 275 kV double circuit 

 Both 275/110 kV IBTXs at Coolkeeragh 
 

To relieve this situation, a special protection scheme has been installed to automatically shed load 

in the North West. 

 
3.5.3 MOYLE LOW FREQUENCY RESCUE FLOW 

 

If the frequency of the NI system falls below 49.6 Hz, the Moyle interconnector provides a rescue 

flow of 50 MW.  If the frequency continues to fall, at 49.5 Hz a further 25 MW is provided.  As the 
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frequency recovers, the rescue flow is stopped once the frequency rises above 49.8 Hz. A reduction 

in the import from Scotland is also triggered if the NI system frequency exceeds 50.3 Hz. 

 

3.5.4 MOYLE RUNBACK SCHEME 

 

When power is being exported to RoI via the North-South tie-line, there would be a surplus of 

generation in NI if the tie-line was lost.  In the event of the loss of the tie-line, there is a runback 

scheme to reduce the Moyle import.  This scheme depends on both the level of transfer on the 

North-South tie-line, and the amount of Centrally Dispatched Generation on in NI.  At present, the 

maximum amount that the Moyle import can be runback by is 300 MW. This scheme also trips the 

110 kV Strabane-Letterkenny and Enniskillen-Corraclassy circuits. 

 
3.5.5 BALLYLUMFORD GENERATION TRIPPING SCHEME 

 

At times of maximum generation in the Islandmagee area, under certain outage conditions, circuits 

exiting the Ballylumford 275 kV node can become overloaded.  As a result, a SPS exists at 

Ballylumford, whereby either B5 or B6 can be tripped to prevent such overloads. 

 
3.5.6 NORTH WEST GENERATION CURTAILMENT SCHEME12 

 

If generation in the North West is operating at high output at times of low NI demand, and an 

outage of the 275 kV double circuit between Coolkeeragh and Magherafelt occurs, the local 110 kV 

circuits could overload. 

 

Special protection schemes have been installed to take automatic remedial actions to remove 

sustained overloading of the transmission network.  Under these rare circumstances, the output of 

the CCGT at Coolkeeragh will be reduced to 160 MW along with the disconnection of Gruig and 

Curryfree WFPSs (40 MW).  In addition, a special protection scheme monitoring for overloads on 

the 110 kV circuits between Omagh and Dungannon will automatically reduce the output of Slieve 

Divena, Hunters Hill, Screggagh and Tappaghan Extension WFPSs. 
 

 

 

 

  

                                                      
12

 SONI is particularity concerned with the reliability and use of this SPS. The operation of this SPS has caused C30 CCGT 

to trip. It is important that adequate reactive support (see section 3.7.1) is available in the North West to ensure the NI 

Transmission System is secure for the mal-operation of this SPS.  
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3.6 TRANSMISSION SYSTEM DATA 

 

Detailed network information is described below, and corresponding data is provided in tables in 

Appendix A. 

 
3.6.1 BUSBAR DATA 

 

The data for the year 2011/12 is given in Table A.1.  The data comprises the node definition, 

voltage, active and reactive load. 

 

3.6.2 CIRCUIT CAPACITIES AND PARAMETERS 

 

The continuous thermal rating of a circuit is the maximum power flow that can be passed through 

the circuit on a continuous basis.  On overhead lines, the circuit rating ensures that conductor sag 

does not infringe statutory clearances and that circuit damage is avoided.  The thermal rating 

varies for each season of the year due to the differing impact of climatic conditions on equipment 

performance.   

 

The data for the year 2011/12 is given in Table A.2, and comprises of the identification 

information, resistance, reactance, susceptance and seasonal continuous ratings of overhead line 

and cable circuits.  Table A.3 provides the data for changes to the system over the seven year 

period covered by this TSCS.  There may be instances where protection system characteristics 

produce a further limitation. 

 
3.6.3 TRANSFORMER DATA 

 

BSP, cross-border connections and generator transformer data for the year 2011/12 are provided 

in Table A.4.  The data comprises of the transformer upper and lower tapping ratios, the number 

of tap steps, resistance, reactance and ratings.  The ratings are maximum continuous values and do 

not allow for short-term enhancement.  Table A.5 indicates transformers that will be added over 

the seven year period covered by this TSCS.  

 

3.6.4 INTERBUS TRANSFORMER DATA 

 

The Interbus transformer data is displayed in Table A.6.  This comprises the transformer upper and 

lower tapping ratios, the number of tap steps, winding resistance/reactance and rating 

information.  Interbus transformers to be added to the system over the seven year period covered 

by this TSCS are indicated in Tables A.8 and A.9. 
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3.6.5 3-WINDING GENERATOR TRANSFORMER DATA 

 

The Kilroot OCGTs KGT3 and KGT4 are connected to the transmission system via a 3 winding 

transformer. Data relating to this generator transformer is displayed in Table A.7.  This comprises 

the transformer upper and lower tapping ratios, the number of tap steps, winding 

resistance/reactance and rating information.   

 

3.6.6 SHUNT DATA 

 

Table A.10 indicates the location, voltage level and the magnitude of installed fixed capacitance.  

The operation of this equipment will be variable and dependent on network operating conditions, 

configuration etc. Table A.12 describes the location, voltage level and magnitude of installed fixed 

reactive support.  Capacitance that is to be added to the system over the seven year period 

covered by this TSCS is detailed in Table A.11.  

 

3.6.7 SVC DATA 

  

Table A.12 indicates the location, voltage level and the upper and lower limits of the Static Var 

Compensation that is to be added to the system over the seven year period covered by this TSCS.  

The operation of this equipment will be variable and dependent on network operating conditions  
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4 GENERATION 

 

This section provides details of the generators connected to the transmission system, projections 

of future generation connections and details of smaller capacity generators embedded in the 

distribution system. 

 

The expected increase renewable generation capacity (predominantly wind) will have a large 

impact on the operation and planning of the NI transmission system over the next seven years.  It 

is important to understand the composition of the NI generation portfolio as well as how system 

operating characteristics are likely to change in the period covered by this TSCS. 

 

For a detailed generation adequacy analysis, SONI in conjunction with EirGrid have published the 

All-Island Generation Capacity Statement 2011-202013. 

 

4.1 CONVENTIONAL GENERATION CAPACITY 

 

In NI conventional thermal generation plant can be spit into two contractual categories: 

 

 Plant contracted to NIE PPB (Contracted Plant) 

 Independent Power Producers (Non-Contracted Plant)  

 

Table C.2 provides a complete list of contracted and non-contracted generators connected to the 

NI transmission system. 

 

4.1.1 CONTRACTED CONVENTIONAL GENERATION CAPACITY 

 

Plant contracted to NIE via their Power Procurement Business (PPB) under pre-vesting contracts, or 

contracts negotiated thereafter, totals 1007 MW, measured as output capacity at generator 

terminals.  Details of capacity and contract information for individual generators can be seen in 

Tables C.1 and C.2.  

 

The contracts contain expiry dates, though the Utility Regulator (UREGNI) may cancel contracts at 

earlier cancellation dates. On the 10th of June 2010 UREGNI took the decision to end the GUAs for 

the coal/oil fired Kilroot generating units K1 and K2 after a consultation process14.   

 

The Power Purchasing Agreements (PPA) or Generating Unit Agreements (GUAs) cover availability, 

operating characteristics, payments, metering etc.  These Agreements cover matters such as 

                                                      
13

 http://www.soni.ltd.uk/newsstory.asp?news_id=99  
14 http://www.uregni.gov.uk/uploads/publications/100610_GUA_Cancellation_Decision_Paper_Final.pdf 
 

http://www.soni.ltd.uk/newsstory.asp?news_id=99
http://www.uregni.gov.uk/uploads/publications/100610_GUA_Cancellation_Decision_Paper_Final.pdf
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outage planning, emissions and fuel stocks.  PPB pays a Transmission Use of System (TUoS) to 

SONI. 

 

4.1.2 NON-CONTRACTED CONVENTIONAL GENERATION CAPACITY 

 

UREGNI has a duty to promote competition in the generation and supply of electricity; this is in line 

with the EU IME Directive (concerning common rules for the internal market in electricity 

2003/54/EC), which was introduced in June 2003.  Coolkeeragh C30, Kilroot K1, K2, KGT3 and KGT4, 

the Moyle Interconnector, as well as B5 and B6 at Ballylumford are all Independent Power 

Producers (IPPs) in NI. IPPs pay a Transmission Use of System (TUoS) to SONI. 

 

4.1.3 PLANNED CONNECTIONS OF CONVENTIONAL GENERATION PLANT 

 

AES Kilroot still holds a formal connection offer for additional generation capacity. At the time of 

the data freeze Kilroot have been unable to confirm a commissioning date for this additional 

generation. In a change to the previous statement, no thermal generation plant is planned to 

connect to the NI Transmission System over the seven years covered by this TSCS. 

 

4.1.4 ASSUMED RETIREMENT OF CONVENTIONAL GENERATION PLANT 

 

In line with the All-Island Generation Capacity Statement 2011-2020; it has been assumed by SONI 

that Ballylumford units B4, B5 and B6 will be decommissioned by December 2015. This 

decommissioning is driven by the EU Heavy Fuel Oil Directive. 

 
4.2 RENEWABLE GENERATION 

 

4.2.1 RENEWABLE GENERATION DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVES 

 

NON FOSSIL FUEL OBLIGATION 

There are a number of renewable generation schemes that are contracted with NIE under the Non 

Fossil Fuel Obligation 2 (NFFO2.) The commissioned schemes are shown in Table C.3.  Contracts 

will expire from between April 2012 and August 2013.  For the purposes of this TSCS, it is assumed 

that all the plant will continue to remain available as renewable IPP plant. 

 

NORTHERN IRELAND RENEWABLES OBLIGATION (NIRO)15 

Under the Renewables Obligation Order (Northern Ireland) 2011, there is a legal requirement on all 

NI licensed electricity suppliers, to provide Ofgem (on behalf of the Utility Regulator (UREGNI)) 

with evidence that a specified quantity of the electricity supplied to final consumers, can be 

accounted for by generation from renewable sources.   

 

                                                      
15

 http://www.detini.gov.uk/deti-energy-index/deti-energy-sustainable/northern_ireland_renewables_obligation_.htm  

http://www.ofgem.gov.uk/
http://www.detini.gov.uk/deti-energy-index/deti-energy-sustainable/northern_ireland_renewables_obligation_.htm
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Renewable electricity generation technologies receive Renewables Obligation Certificates (ROCs) 

for the electrical energy they generate. Suppliers can then buy these ROCs to fulfil part of their 

Renewable Obligation. The obligation is set at a level higher than the amount of renewable 

generation available; giving ROCs a value. The income renewable generators receive from ROCs 

incentivises the development of renewable generation technologies in NI.   

 

4.2.2 EXISTING/APPROVED RENEWABLE GENERATION 

 

The WFPS schemes that are already connected to the NI network, and schemes approved for 

development or that are in construction at the time of the data freeze, are listed in Table C.4.  In 

Autumn 2011 the first transmission connected WFPS in NI is due to be connected at 110 kV.  Slieve 

Kirk will have a capacity of 27.6 MW will be connected at the Killymallaght cluster.  

 

As was discussed in Section 3.8 NIE are developing WFPS clusters which consist of a 110/33 kV 

substation in the vicinity of a number of WFPS locations. These WFPSs would connect into the 

cluster at the 33 kV level.  

 

Figure 4.1 shows the locations of WFPSs that are connected or under construction at the time of 

writing or have had their connection offer accepted. The map indicates the various 110/33 kV Bulk 

Supply Points (BSPs) and WFPS clusters substations they feed into, up to the winter of 2017/18. 

 

  
Figure 4.1: Existing and Committed Wind Farms 
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4.2.3 UNAPPROVED RENEWABLE GENERATION 

 

The Draft Strategic Energy Framework (SEF) 2010 for NI states that 40% of electricity consumption 

in NI should come from renewable sources by the year 2020.  Currently SONI, along with NIE and 

EirGrid, are planning for this 40% target to be met by the year 2020.  This 40% government target 

translates into approximately 1600 MW of renewable generation capacity in NI. This figure is a 

reduction on the figure quoted in the 2009 TSCS as the NI demand in 2020 is now forecast to be 

lower. This demand reduction can be attributed to the economic downturn.  

 

If the SEF 2020 target for electricity is to be met; it is clear that the NI wind generation capacity in 

the year 2017/18 will need to be greater than the 542.3 MW of renewable generation that is 

connected or approved for connection at the time of the data freeze.  

 

In order to ensure that this statement is representative of the future NI transmission system; 

renewable projects that were not approved by NIE at the time of the data freeze, but are expected 

to connect to the NI Transmission System over the next seven years have been modelled in the 

TSCS study files. The unapproved wind generation that has been included in the TSCS study files are 

detailed in Table 4.1 and Appendix C.5. 

 

TRANSMISSION 
NODE 

UNAPPROVED CAPACITY (MW) 

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

ALTAHULLION 
    

27.6 27.6 27.6 

ANTRIM 
    

7 7 7 

ENNISKILLEN 
   

3 3 3 23.7 

FALLAGHEARN 
   

22.5 22.5 31.5 31.5 

KILLYMALLAGHT 
  

20 20 35 35 35 

LARNE 
   

10 10 10 10 

LIMAVADY 
     

63 123 

MAGHERAKEEL 
 

37.5 37.5 37.5 76.5 76.5 88.5 

MID-ANTRIM 
   

18 18 18 18 

NEWRY 
  

12.5 12.5 12.5 12.5 12.5 

OMAGH 
     

71.7 71.7 

POMEROY 
   

47 47 53 53 

Totals 0 37.5 70.0 150.5 259.1 408.8 501.5 

       Table 4.1: Capacity and location of unapproved wind generation (by year end) 

 

It should be noted that NIE have indicated that Slieve Divena WFPS will transfer from Omagh to 

Fallaghearn Cluster in 2014. Figure 4.2 uses information from the list of wind applications in the 

planning service to demonstrate where renewable generation may be located in 2020. 
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Figure 4.2: Potential Renewable Generation in 2020  

 

It is clear from Figure 4.2 that the majority of the renewable connections are in the Northern and 

Western regions of the province.  This coincides with some of the weakest areas of the existing 

transmission network. It can be concluded that for NI to meet renewable targets, improvements 

will have to be made to the transmission network in these areas.  

 

The Renewable Integration Development Project RIDP16 is currently identifying the optimum 

reinforcement of the electricity transmission grid in the north and the north west of the island to 

cater for expected power output from renewable energy sources. 

 

4.3 NORTHERN IRELAND GENERATION MIX 

 

The chart in Figure 4.3 shows all existing and planned generation over the next seven year period.  

Superimposed onto the chart is the demand predicted for the next seven years.  The demand 

forecast is described in detail in Section 5.4. The demand forecast scenario taken from Section 5.4 

and used in Figure 4.1 is the realistic scenario. 

 

                                                      
16

 www.ridp2020.com  

http://www.ridp2020.com/
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Figure 4.3 shows a surplus of generation in relation to the demand.  However, factors such as 

economic dispatch, wind variability, reserve requirements and actual HVDC interconnector flows 

are not taken into account.   

 

 
Figure 4.3: Existing and Planned Generation 2011-2017 

 

The assumed retirement of Ballylumford B4, B5 and B6 in December 2015 means that NI 

Generation capacity is reduced by 540 MW for the last two years of study. This reduction in 

GAS/HFO generation capacity means that if the Moyle HVDC link and wind generation are removed 

from the stack for example, NI would have a generation deficit and would be depending on energy 

from RoI to meet the peak demand.  The chart also shows the large increases in wind generation 

expected over the next seven years. 

 
4.4 SMALL SCALE EMBEDDED GENERATION 

 

4.4.1 CUSTOMER PRIVATE GENERATION 

 

A number of customers have been reducing energy consumption at times of peak demand by load 

shifting or by running private generation.  SONI has tended to view this generation as non-

permanent due to a number of factors: 

 

 The operation of this plant is not as reliable as conventional contracted plant 

 Variable generation costs, e.g. diesel and hire charges 

 Variable tariff price signals 
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Based on the 2009/10 winter, generation of this type is estimated to total 44 MW.  This is a 

reduction compared to previous years, where figures of 100 MW were calculated.  This further 

reduction can be attributed to the economic downturn occurring in NI and rising generation costs. 

A 22 MW Aggregated Generating Unit (AGU) is operated by Energia in the SEM. The AGU is made 

up of diesel generator sets located around NI.  

 

4.4.2 COMBINED HEAT AND POWER 

 

There are currently 3 fully dispatchable 3 MW CHP units operated by Contour Global in NI. These 

units currently participate in the Single Electricity Market. There is a further 8 MW of CHP plant 

connected to the NI System; this 8 MW is expected to rise to 19 MW by 2017. SONI has considered 

this increase when forecasting demand growth for the period covered by this TSCS.  

 

4.4.3 BIOMASS & BIOGAS 

 

In NI there is currently 1 MW of solid bio fuels and 13 MW of landfill gas generation. It is assumed 

that by 2020 biomass generation capacity is expected to increase to 2 MW and biogas generation 

capacity is predicted to 27 MW. 

 

4.4.4 SMALL-SCALE RENEWABLE ENERGY SYSTEMS  

 

The UK Renewable Energy Strategy (RES17) describes how in April 2007 the Code for Sustainable 

Homes came into operation as the national standard for sustainable new build homes. A rating 

from 1 to 6 for new homes designed and assessed against the Code is helping developers to build 

more sustainable homes which include, where appropriate, small-scale renewable energy systems.  

 

Typically homes built to Code level 3 and above, the current standard for publicly-funded housing, 

have high levels of energy efficiency to reduce the energy requirement combined with solar 

thermal or photo voltaic panels, air or ground source heat pumps as well as biomass boilers. 

Implementation of these renewable energy schemes will affect the NI demand profile. The impact 

on the NI Demand profile will be monitored into the future as these schemes become more 

prevalent.  

 
4.4.5  OFF-SHORE WIND AND MARINE GENERATION 

 

Offshore Renewable Energy Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) 200918; has concluded that 

between 900 MW and 1200 MW of electricity could be generated by 2020 from offshore wind and 

marine renewables (tidal arrays) in NI waters. The SEA stated that these levels of off-shore 

renewable generation can be accommodated without significant adverse effects on the 

environment. The SEA has identified two main resource zones for off-shore renewable generation;  

                                                      
17

 http://www .decc.gov.uk/en/content/cms/what_we_do/uk_supply/energy_mix/renewable/res/res.aspx   
18

 http://www.offshorenergyni.co.uk/EnvironmentalReport.html    

http://www.decc.gov.uk/en/content/cms/what_we_do/uk_supply/energy_mix/renewable/res/res.aspx
http://www.offshorenergyni.co.uk/EnvironmentalReport.html
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 Ψ½ƻƴŜ мΩ ƛǎ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ-coast 

 Ψ½ƻƴŜ нΩ ƛǎ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ east-coast  

 

The Crown Estates are seeking expressions of interest in September 2011 for the right to develop 

renewable generation in NI waters. At the time of writing SONI are in contact with these 

developers regarding the connection of off-shore renewable generation. It is not expected that this 

off-shore wind or marine generation will be connected by the period covered by this TSCS.  

 

4.4.5 SMALL SCALE HYDRO 

 

There are currently 3 MW of small-scale hydro generation installed on the waterways of NI. This is 

a mature technology however due to the lack of suitable new locations; the small-scale hydro 

capacity is not expected to increase in the foreseeable future. 

 
4.5 ELECTRIC VEHICLES (EV) 

 

The UK Renewable Energy Strategy (RES19) has detailed targets for energy consumption.  The RES is 

aiming to achieve has set a target for 10% of transport energy consumption from renewable 

sources by 2020.   

 

Travel by road is responsible for 70.3% of all energy consumed in the transport sector therefore 

offering the largest benefit from decarbonisation. One of the emerging technologies in this sector 

is the Electric Vehicle (EV). To meet the 10% target by 2020 there is likely to be an increase in NI 

System Demand in the coming years as a result of EV charging. SONI have preliminary studies 

ongoing into the operational implications of potential demands on the network caused by EV.  

 

4.6 GENERATION OPERATION 

 

The scheduling and dispatch of generation is undertaken on an all-island basis to meet the 

requirements of the SEM.  Generators submit bids and technical offer data into the market, until 

10:00 hours on the day before dispatch (day-1).  These bids nominate the output value which the 

generator can achieve, and the price.  The technical offer data contains information such as running 

times and output limitations etc.  All bids and data are collected and submitted to the market system.  

 

A program called Reserve Constrained Unit Commitment (RCUC) then creates a generation operation 

schedule for the following day.  A merit order of generators is established so that in the event of a 

forced generator outage, SONI/EirGrid known what unit(s) should economically be called on to meet 

demand. 

 

                                                      
19

 http://www.decc.gov.uk/en/content/cms/what_we_do/uk_supply/energy_mix/renewable/res/res.aspx  

http://www.decc.gov.uk/en/content/cms/what_we_do/uk_supply/energy_mix/renewable/res/res.aspx
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4.7 HARMONISED ANCILLARY SERVICES20 

 

Ancillary Services are products, other than energy, that are required to ensure the secure 

operation of the transmission system. These services form part of the System Support Services 

(SSS) in NI. The provision of Ancillary Services on the Island of Ireland has been harmonised so that 

generators in NI and RoI are treated with parity. 

  

These AS agreements cover details of payments and charges associated with reserve and reactive 

power provision.  

 

4.7.1 RESERVE 

 

Transmission systems must be able to deal with unexpected losses of generation capacity or 

unexpected increases in demand. This is accomplished by maintaining a prudent level of operating 

margin. The operating margin is the amount of reserve available (provided by additional 

generation or demand reduction measures) above that required to meet the expected power 

system demand. The prudent level of operating margin required for the island is set jointly by the 

SONI and EirGrid.  

 

Critical factors which input into setting that prudent level include the largest in-feed on the island, 

variability in load and generation in the operational timeframe, generation reliability and the 

reliability of provision by service providers of reserve. Service providers are contracted to provide 

reserve through the AS agreements.  

 

Currently in the SEM, the total combined system spinning reserve requirement is based on 75% of 

the largest island in-feed. Also NI generating units currently must carry at least 50 MW of spinning 

reserve between them. The 275/220 kV Tandragee-Louth tie line enables spinning reserve to be 

shared between the NI and RoI Transmission Systems. The allocation of sharing spinning reserve is 

kept under review to maintain an optimal economic and secure operation of the combined 

systems. In addition to this spinning reserve the Moyle Interconnector can carry up to 73.5 MW of 

static reserve depending on the flow of power between GB and NI. 

 

When the 275/220 kV Tandragee-Louth tie-line is in operation; at least three thermal generating 

units in NI are dispatched;  when the tie line is out of service and NI isolated from the RoI 

Transmission System, a minimum of four thermal generating units are dispatched on the NI 

Transmission System. If required SONI can restore the generation-load balance by shedding load 

via a low frequency selective tripping scheme.  

 

  

                                                      
20

 Harmonised Ancillary Services  Policy Decision Paper 

http://www.allislandproject.org/en/transmission_decision_documents.aspx?page=2    

http://www.allislandproject.org/en/transmission_decision_documents.aspx?page=2
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4.7.2 REACTIVE POWER 

 

SONI and EirGrid must maintain voltage stability on the Island of Ireland; this is achieved by 

ensuring that there are the appropriate levels of reactive power reserves (leading and lagging) 

available throughout the NI transmission system. Generators can provide dynamic reactive power 

support to the NI Transmission System. 

 

It should be noted that the Transmission System voltage can also be controlled by:  

 

 Altering transformer tap positions,  

 Switching in/out shunt reactors or capacitors and  

 In future, the Network Reactive Compensation Schemes described in Section 3   



 

 

             

  5  DEMAND 
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5 DEMAND             

 

This section of the Transmission System Capacity Statement (TSCS) describes the base demand 

data, upon which, the analysis is based.  It describes in detail the overall system; profiles, load 

duration and the load at individual Bulk Supply Points (BSP).  In the final section, Section 5.5, BSP 

demands are compared to substation firm capacities to establish demand connection 

opportunities. 

 

5.1 SYSTEM MAXIMUM DEMAND 

 

The System Maximum Demand (SMD) data is based upon totalised data from power stations, 

interconnectors, renewable generation and customer private generators.  SONI are aware that 

temperature and economic activity are factors that can affect demand. 

 

Temperature has been found to have the greatest effect on demand compared with other 

meteorological factors.  Temperature correction in the form of an Average Cold Spell (ACS) analysis 

is necessary to remove the demand variation caused by temperature, thus enabling the underlying 

demand growth rate to be determined more accurately. 

 

The past two years have been difficult for the NI Economy because of the recession and the 

associated reduction in Public expenditure.  It is anticipated that, with the prospect of dwindling 

public expenditure in 2011 and the following ȅŜŀǊΩǎ economic growth will be restricted and this 

may lead to a decline in business activity. This resultant reduction in business activity will have an 

impact on the SMD forecast.21 

 

This 2011-2017 TSCS is based on the SMD forecast data up to and including the 2009/10 winter 

period. The 2009/10 NI system peak demand was 1866 MW. This peak demand occurred on 

Tuesday 12th January 2010 between 17.00 and 17.30hrs. Table 5.1 shows when the system peak 

demand is adjusted to ACS conditions, the corrected peak demand was found to be 1796 MW. 

 

  GENERATION TYPE 2009/10 

Centrally Dispatched Generating Units + Interconnectors 1547 MW 

Renewable Generation 275 MW 

Customer Private Generation 44 MW 

System Maximum Demand 1866 MW 

ACS Corrected System Maximum Demand 1796 MW 

Table 5.1: NI 2009/ 10 ACS System Maximum Demand 

 

                                                      
21

 M. Smyth: First Trust Bank economic outlook and business review 25.4 December 2010 
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This 2009/10 ACS peak demand of 1796 MW is a reduction from the 2008/09 ACS peak demand 

value of 1824 MW reflecting the downturn in the NI economy. The 2010/11 ACS peak of 1796 MW 

ties in well with the forecasted 2010/11 ACS peak that was based on the 2008/09 data of 1793 

MW.  

 

The generated SMD profile for 2009/10, including renewable generation, is shown in the demand 

profile in Figure 5.1.  This maximum demand is as a result of coincidental customer usage patterns, 

e.g. domestic cooking load and lighting load.  The profile does not include the demand that was 

suppressed by customer private generation.  

 

 
Figure 5.1: Generated Peak Demand Profile for 2009/ 10 

 
5.2 DEMAND PROFILES 

 

The graph below in Figure 5.2 shows daily demand profiles of days of maximum and minimum 

demand for different seasons of the year 2009/10. For the purposes of this statement these 

seasons defined as: 

 

 Winter Maximum; the highest NI demand between December 2009 and January 2010 

inclusive 

 Autumn Maximum; the highest NI demand between September 2009 and November 2009 

inclusive  

 Summer Maximum; the highest NI demand between May 2009 and August 2009 inclusive 

 Summer Minimum; the lowest NI demand between May 2009 and August 2009 inclusive 
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Note that the winter profiles do not include the demand that was suppressed by customer private 

generation. 

 
Figure 5.2: Daily Demand Profiles for 2009/ 10 

 

5.2.1 WINTER 

 

The winter profile is at similar levels to the profiles seen in previous years because of the low 

temperatures in the 2009/10 winter. As for the shape of the profile the night-time loads during 

winter are higher than in summer and autumn.  Between the hours of 06:30 and 09:00 there is a 

sharp rise to reflect the build up to the working day, before demand flattens out until the evening 

time peak.   

 

The time of peak demand for the winter profiles occurs at 17:30 due to the onset of the lighting 

load and the increased domestic tea-time load.  In recent years the difference between the 

autumn and winter peaks has narrowed; indeed, on this occasion they are 100MW apart. 

 

5.2.2 AUTUMN & SUMMER MAXIMUM 

 

Milder temperatures in autumn 2009 have highlighted the fact that the NI demand has fallen in 

2009 compared with the previous year.  When compared with the autumn 2008 the profile has 

dropped from winter maximum overnight levels closer to Summer Maximum profile.  

 

The summer maximum profile is ƭŜǎǎ ΨǇŜŀƪȅΩ than the autumn and winter profiles with a reduced 

load factor, generally reduced levels of demand at the tea time peak at (17:30) and the later onset 

of the lighting load, at 21:00. 
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5.2.4 SUMMER MINIMUM 

 

The time of summer minimum demand occurred at 06.30am on Sunday the 12th of July 2009.  This 

is reflected in the fact that the time of peak demand is around 13:00, due to the increased 

lunchtime cooking load.  The summer minimum time period is becoming increasingly important 

from an operational planning perspective.  At reduced load levels achieving the minimum 

generation capability with the correct mix of generation can become operationally problematic.  

This situation is exacerbated as distributed connected generation penetration levels increase.  In 

2009/10, the demand is around 29% of winter peak. 

 

5.3 LOAD DURATION CURVE 

 

Figure 5.3 shows the NI load duration curve for 2009/10. The curve shows the percentage of time 

in the year that a particular demand value was exceeded. For example, demand exceeded 1000 

MW for more than 54% of the time. 

 

 
Figure 5.3: Load Duration Curve 2009/ 10 

 
5.4 SYSTEM MAXIMUM DEMAND FORECAST 

 

The graph in Figure 5.4 plots the historic system peak demands for the past 30 years.  The red line 

on the graph is a trend line, highlighting the average growth in peak demand over the 30 year 

period.   
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Figure 5.4: System Historic Peak Demand Profile 

 

Figure 5.4 shows that between 2002/03 and 2007/08 the peak demand has been above average, 

the peak demand plot takes a sharp decline below the trend line in 2008/9. The 2009/10 peak is 

higher than the previous year because of the exceptionally cold temperatures experienced in NI in 

the winter of 2009/10. 

 

Due to continued economic uncertainty, SONI have forecast three scenarios, which could happen 

over the forthcoming seven year period.  These scenarios are detailed briefly below: 

 

 A realistic scenario, where the economy makes a slow recovery. 

 An optimistic scenario, where the economy recovers more quickly than expected, as a 
result of the various stimulus measures being taken by governments.  Economic growth 
would therefore be quicker than in the realistic scenario. 

 A pessimistic scenario, where the demand stays constant into 2011, with the earliest signs 
of recovery not occurring until 2012 at the earliest. 

  

Table 5.2 shows the seven year load forecasts for each of the three scenarios described above.  All 

three of the load forecasts are corrected for ACS conditions.  Figure 5.5 plots these three forecast 

scenarios and also shows the historic ACS peak demands from winter 2000/01 onwards. 
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SCENARIO 2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 

REALISTIC 1833 1857 1883 1911 1939 1967 1995 

PESSIMISTIC 1799 1809 1824 1845 1866 1888 1909 

OPTIMISTIC 1865 1898 1931 1965 1999 2034 2070 

Table 5.2: Seven Year ACS Peak Demand Forecast 

 

 
Figure 5.5: Three ACS corrected peak demand forecast scenarios 

 

Throughout this TSCS, SONI will be using the realistic demand scenario, as most economists believe 

that this is the most likely scenario to occur. 

 

5.5 110/33 kV BULK SUPPLY POINT DEMAND 

 

The BSP demand forecasts are provided by NIE and are adjusted to align with the overall system 

ACS forecasts.  These demand forecasts are based on localised demand trends at individual nodal 

level.  Consideration is given to future block load transfers from one BSP to another.  Tables and 

information relating to demand forecasts are contained in Appendix D. 

 

The winter, autumn and summer BSP total installed transformer capacity, substation firm capacity 

and predicted demands, in MVA, are given in Tables D.1, D.3 and D.4.  Table D.1 presents the 

winter peak demand forecast, in MVA, at each substation, based on a single circuit outage.  It has 

been necessary to use single circuit outage condition as this reflects the most onerous condition 

with respect to use of plant capacity. 
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The firm capacity is based on the loss of one in feed (or transformer) to the substation, and is the 

capability of the remaining circuit.  The geographical location and connectivity of the BSPs can be 

determined from Maps B.1 and B.2. Table D.1 highlights a number of BSPs where the firm capacity 

has been, or will be, exceeded over the seven year period. 

   

Specifically these substations are: 

 

 Drumnakelly 

 Eden 

 Lisaghmore 

 Strabane 

 Waringstown 

 Knock 

 Donegall Main (North) 
 

NIE have provided a description of how the overloads will be managed, e.g. new transformer 

capacity, load transfer etc. these are detailed in Appendix D.2.  

 

Table D.2 indicates available capacity at each BSP.  This table follows on from Table D.1, and is 

therefore again based upon the winter peak load, in MVA, under a single circuit outage. The table 

is drafted on the basis of not extending load shedding.  The purpose of this table is to assist 

network users in assessing connection opportunities.  It will be necessary to carry out further 

detailed analysis depending on the magnitude and type of load to be connected, to establish if a 

connection is viable. 

 

Tables D.3 and D.4 present the demand forecast in MVA under single circuit outage conditions for 

the next seven years for Autumn Maximum and Summer Maximum. 

 

In this TSCS, results of an investigation into the risk of thermal overload caused by renewable 

generation power flows at times of low system demand can be seen in Table D.5. This analysis has 

been carried out at substations where there are high levels of distribution connected wind 

generation for 2011, 2014 and 2017.  

 

A negative loading in Table D.5 indicates that the renewable generation is supplying the 

distribution connected load at the BSP and is supplying power onto the NI Transmission System.  

 

Table D.6 gives an indication of the available capacity at the BSPs under Summer Minimum load 

conditions with maximum wind generation. Like Table D.2 the purpose of this table is to assist 

network users in assessing connection opportunities. Table D.6 shows that power flows at the 

Aghyoule and Omagh BSPs exceed the substation ratings.  

  



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

  6  TRANSMISSION SYSTEM 
POWER FLOWS 
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6 TRANSMISSION SYSTEM POWER FLOWS 

 

The power flows are represented on schematic diagrams of the NI transmission system, and can be 

found in Appendix H.  They are the method by which results of load flow analysis are best 

displayed.  They provide a broad view of the system as it develops over the seven year period and 

also display seasonal loading conditions.  The power flows are an important guide when assessing 

system capacity and possible locations for connections. 

 

It is important to stress that the power flows represent system normal conditions.  The power 

system is designed to cope with the higher thermal loading experienced under abnormal outage 

conditions as specified in the Transmission and Distribution System Security and Planning 

Standards. 

 

6.1 INTRODUCTION TO THE POWER FLOWS 

 

The previous sections have described the background to the NI transmission system and the 

manner in which it is designed and operated.  This section of the report deals with the results of 

system power flow studies for the forthcoming seven year period. 

 

Power flows are provided for the NI transmission system for the years 2011/12, 2014/15 and 

2017/18.  The power flows display network voltages for all system 275, 110 and 33 kV busbars, the 

flow of active and reactive power on circuits and the active and reactive load at all Bulk Supply 

Points (BSP).  

 

The power flows are displayed in schematic diagram format in a series of figures in Appendix H. 

 

In any one year, the power flows on the NI transmission system vary on a seasonal basis, with 

varying demand and a changing generation profile.  To give an appreciation of the effect of these 

different load and generation combinations, this TSCS considers three representative seasonal 

power flows for each of the years above.  The seasons and load conditions are: 

 

 Winter maximum load condition (100% of the ACS Winter Peak) 

 Summer maximum load condition (77% of the ACS Winter Peak) 

 Summer minimum load condition (29% of the ACS Winter Peak) 

 

The power flow studies represent normal system conditions with no transmission or generator 

outages as a result of a fault or for maintenance.  Some transmission circuits are normally run 

open, for example, to avoid overloads or reduce fault levels.  The effect of fault or maintenance 

outages is assessed in Section 8 - Ψ¢ǊŀƴǎƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ {ȅǎǘŜƳ /ŀǇŀōƛƭƛǘȅΩΦ 
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The changes to the transmission system used in the power flow models are those projects 

described between Sections 3.4 - 3.9. It is important to note that if projects are not completed as 

planned, then there may be system security issues, and certain circuits may be overloaded. 

 

Generation dispatches were prepared on an all island economic basis, with power flows across the 

existing 275 kV and planned 400 kV tie lines maintained within capacity and transfer limits.  As is 

common operational practice, reactive power transfers across the tie-lines are kept to a minimum.  

The 110 kV connections between NI and RoI are assumed to run with zero power transfer in line 

with current normal operational practices.   

 

The Moyle interconnector is operating throughout the period covered by this TSCS.  In line with 

what has been observed flowing on Moyle throughout the last year, the following assumptions 

have been used in this section: 

 

SCENARIO POWER FLOW (GB-NI) 

WINTER MAX 325 MW 

SUMMER MAX 317 MW 

SUMMER MIN 235 MW 

Table 6.1: Moyle Interconnector Assumed Flows 

 

It should be noted that these assumed flows are larger than assumed in previous statements the 

implications of the larger Moyle flows particularly for the Summer Minimum condition are 

discussed in Section 6.2. 

 

In all power flows, from H1 to H9, wind is running at 30% of installed capacity this approximates to 

the expected load factor for NI wind generation.  Details on wind farm locations and capacities can 

be found in Appendix C.4. 

 

Since the previous TSCS the key changes to the transmission system model for power flows studies 

include: 

 

 Modelling of the 33 kV network between BSPs and planned/existing WFPS connections.  

 Modelling of BSP loads with seasonal power factors. This change generally reduces the 

reactive power required from the NI Thermal Plant in the power flows when compared to 

the previous statement. This change has been validated by analysis SONI has carried out on 

BSP metering at different times of the year.   

 The calculation of house loads for the different generator output levels enables accurate 

representation of the system demand conditions in the TSCS study files. 

 The modelling of cluster substations to connect new WFPSs  

 

These key changes result in more accurate power flow conditions and more representative results. 
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6.2 POWER FLOWS FOR 2011/12 

 

The three power flows presented for the study year 2011/12 can be found in Appendix H and are 

as follows: 

 

 Figure H1:  Summer Maximum, 2011 

 Figure H2:  Summer Minimum, 2011 

 Figure H3:  Winter Maximum, 2011/12 

 

Key projects in the 2011/12 power flows include: 

 

 Tamnamore Phase 1: the establishment of a new 275/110 kV substation  

 Dungannon-Omagh Phase 1: upgrade of the Dungannon-Omagh circuits to the dynamic line 

rating value of 120 MVA for Summer and Autumn 2011. 

 Dungannon-Omagh Phase 2. The rating of both Dungannon-Omagh circuits are increased to 

190/200/210 MVA by Winter 2011/12* 

 The 3rd Hannahstown IBTX is included in the Winter 2011/12 file  

 

The 2011 Summer Minimum power flow shows an export of circa 240 MW to the Republic of 

Ireland (RoI), this is an increase from the 27 MW export observed on the Tandragee-Louth 275 kV 

double circuit in the Summer Minimum power flow from the previous statement. This increased 

North-South flow can be attributed to: 

  

 Higher minimum generation level of the 3 NI thermal machines due to AES Kilroot 

increasing the minimum stable generation level of K1 and K2 to 110 MW (generated)22 

 The increased assumed power flow from Great Britain (GB) on the Moyle interconnector  

 

As with the previous statement at Summer Minimum load conditions; Power flows can be seen on 

the Coolkeeragh to Magherafelt 275 kV double circuit. Similar flows can be observed on the 110 kV 

Kells-Coleraine and Dungannon-Omagh circuits. These power flows from the North-West are a 

result of the generation in the North-West region exceeding the local demand 

 

The 2011/12 Winter Maximum power flow shows an import of roughly 120 MW from RoI.  This is 

due to about 1000 MW of new high merit order CCGT plant operating in RoI, coupled with the NI 

wind generation displacing older, less efficient plant in NI. 

  
 

                                                      
22

http://www.uregni.gov.uk/uploads/publications/100610_GUA_Cancellation_Decision_Paper_Final.pdf 
*After the data freeze date NIE have notified SONI that 110 kV Invar and Gap conductor will be rated at 177/181/183 MVA  

instead of 190/200/210 MVA  

 

http://www.uregni.gov.uk/uploads/publications/100610_GUA_Cancellation_Decision_Paper_Final.pdf


2011 SONI Transmission System Capacity Statement 

 

70 

6.3 POWER FLOWS FOR 2014/15 

 

The three power flows presented for 2014/15 can be found in Appendix H and are as follows: 

 

Figure H4:  Summer Maximum, 2014 

Figure H5:  Summer Minimum, 2014 

Figure H6:  Winter Maximum, 2014/15 

 

By winter 2014/15 NI wind generation capacity has increased from winter 2011/12 levels of 398 

MW to 685 MW. Three significant, unapproved projects are included in the 2014/15 TSCS study 

files to accommodate this increase in wind generation capacity. In brief, these are: 

 

 Tamnamore Phase 2, completion of the 275/110 kV substation 

 Construction of a 3rd 110 kV circuit  between Omagh and Tamnamore 

 Introduction of Reactive Compensation Schemes at Castlereagh, Tandragee and 

Coolkeeragh 

 

The completion of Tamnamore substation results in an operational requirement to run the 

Drumnakelly to Tamnamore 110 kV circuits open. This operational change is driven by the need to 

ensure the power flows, created by wind generation in the North West are transferred up onto the 

275 kV transmission network at the Tamnamore node. 

  

By winter 2014/15 there is 685 MW of NI wind generation capacity in the study files. This wind 

generation is made up of approved and unapproved connections. The unapproved wind generation 

Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴ ƳƻŘŜƭƭŜŘ ŀǘ ΨȄȄΩ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƻǊǎΦ  

 

NI wind generation is modelled in power factor control mode with a target power factor of 0.98. 

This WFPS control regime results in an increased reactive power demand on the NI Transmission 

System in 2014/15 compared to 2011/12. The Network Reactive Compensation Schemes, 

(described in Section 3.4.4) located at Castlereagh, Coolkeeragh and Tandragee partially supply this 

increased reactive power load. These schemes reduce the reactive power flows that would 

otherwise be seen flowing across the NI Transmission System from generation sources in the East.  

It can be seen that in winter 2014/15 the reactive compensation schemes are supplying 125 MVAr 

to the NI Transmission System. 

 

The 110/33 kV wind cluster substations (see Section 4.2.2) can be seen in the 2014/15 network 

diagrams. The Mid-Antrim, Pomeroy and Fallaghearn clusters are connected into existing 110 kV 

circuits. Magherakeel and Altahullion clusters are connected by single 110 kV lines to Omagh and 

Limavady respectively. 
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6.4 POWER FLOWS FOR 2017/18 

 

The three power flows presented for 2017/18 can be found in Appendix H and are as follows: 

 

Figure H7:  Summer Maximum, 2017 

Figure H8:  Summer Minimum, 2017 

Figure H9:  Winter Maximum, 2017/18 

 

The most significant change to the NI Transmission System by 2017 is the introduction of the new 

Turleenan ς Mid-Cavan 400 kV tie line with RoI. This 400 kV line and associated 400/275 kV 

substation at Turleenan is due to be established in winter 2016/17.  

 

The Phase 2 plant at Ballylumford Power Station B4, B5 and B6 are no longer assumed to be in use 

from December 2015 due to EU legislation on emissions. The CCGT at Kilroot that was included in 

the previous TSCS has not been included in these power flow studies as discussed in Section 4.1.3.  

 

At times of minimum demand in NI, there is a need for at least three generating units to be 

dispatched at all times (see Section 4.7).  It has been suggested that after the establishment of the 

Turleenan ς Mid-Cavan 400 kV tie line; this rule can be relaxed to a minimum of two generating 

units.  Detailed analysis has still to be completed to verify this. In this TSCS, the summer minimum 

case in 2017 has still been dispatched with three machines.  System studies have shown that these 

machines must include a Coolkeeragh machine and a Kilroot machine to maintain voltage stability. 

 

In all 2017/18 power flow cases, circulating power flows can be seen on the connections with RoI. 

As was the case in the previous TSCS power is generally imported on the 400 kV line and exported 

on the 275 kV line details can be seen in Table 6.2 below. 

 

Scenario 
Tandragee ς 

Louth 275 kV 

Turleenan ς Mid- 

Cavan 400 kV 

Net North South 

Flow 

Summer Minimum 2017 -240 MW 137 MW -103 MW 

Summer Maximum 2017 -94 MW 133 MW 39 MW 

Winter Maximum 2017/18 -105 MW 162 MW 57 MW 

Table 6.2: 2017/18 Net North-South Power Flows23  

 

When the WFPSs are dispatched at 30% output; transmission loadings remain within circuit ratings.  

Under certain contingencies, overloads can be seen; this is investigated in Section 8 - Transmission 

System Capability. 

 

  

                                                      
23

 A Negative flow indicates an export from NI to RoI 
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6.5 POWER FLOWS FOR 2017/18 WITH MAXIMUM WIND 

 

This section of the report has been included to highlight the effects of significant wind generation 

on the NI transmission system. In summer 2017, 951.1 MW of wind capacity is connected to the NI 

Transmission System, this figure increases to 1040.2 MW by winter 2017/18.  In all cases the wind 

generators are operating at 100% active power output in power factor control mode with a target 

p.f. of 0.98 leading. 

 

The three power flows presented for the maximum wind studies in 2017/18 can be found in 

Appendix H and are as follows: 

 

Figure H10:  Summer Maximum, 2017 

Figure H11:  Summer Minimum, 2017 

Figure H12:  Winter Maximum, 2017/18 

 

To accommodate this wind under the Summer Minimum loading conditions; the Moyle 

Interconnector flow has been reduced from the assumptions stated in Table 6.1.  In Summer 

Minimum power flow, Moyle is exporting 150 MW to GB. There is a net flow of 588 MW to RoI in 

the summer minimum power flow.  

 

The large amount of wind generation in NI, particularly in the Northern and Western regions of the 

country, drives significant flows of power from the North-West to the East; details of these 

increased power flows can be seen in Table 6.3. 

 

SCENARIO 

KEY NETWORK FLOWS (MW) 

Coolkeeragh - 

Magherafelt 275 kV 

Omagh24 - 

Tamnamore 110 kV 

Mid-Antrim -  

Kells 110 kV 

Summer Minimum  30% Wind 240 110 29 

Summer Minimum 100 % Wind 480 255 88 

Table 6.3: Increasing Power Flows from the North-West 

 

The increased wind output also reduces the voltage at nodes with high levels of wind generation. 

For example the Omagh 110 kV bus voltage in is 1.038 p.u. in power flow H8 with 30% wind; this 

Omagh bus voltage falls to 1.010 p.u. when wind output is increased to 100 % in summer minimum 

power flow H11. 

 

The power flows with maximum wind show large reactive power flows from the transmission 

system onto the distribution system. These power flows increase the active and reactive power 

                                                      
24

 Power flows on the Omagh/Pomeroy/Fallaghearn to Tamnamore 110 kV circuits netted together 
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losses on the NI transmission system dramatically. There is an extra 100 MVAr of reactive power 

losses in the H11 power flow compared with the H8 power flow that has a 30% wind dispatch.  

 

SONI has notified NIE (the Transmission Owner) of concerns regarding voltage control and voltage 

stability in these high wind scenarios. It is hoped that any future Transmission Investment Plans 

and cluster proposals address these issues.  

 

As is discussed in Section 4.2.3, ambitious renewable generation targets are being set for NI; 

investigation into how this extra generation can be connected and accommodated is currently 

under investigation by SONI, NIE and EirGrid.  

 
  



 

 

 

  



 

 

  

7  TRANSMISSION SYSTEM 
FAULT LEVELS 
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7 TRANSMISSION SYSTEM FAULT LEVELS 

 

This section presents a summary of the results of the fault level analysis carried out on the NI 

transmission system.  Appendix E contains a detailed description of the fault level calculation 

methodology, the generation dispatches and the detailed results. The purpose of this analysis is to 

identify fault levels at individual transmission nodes, and to compare these with the relevant 

equipment ratings.  As generation sources are connected to the network, fault levels rise.  Thus, 

this section provides a guide to potential network users of where equipment ratings are 

approaching their rated limits. 

 

7.1 INTRODUCTION TO FAULT LEVEL RESULTS 

 

Three-phase and single-phase to earth fault levels have been calculated for the following years and 

seasons, on an all-island transmission network model: 

 

 Winter Max 2011/12 

 Summer Min 2011 

 Winter Max 2017/18 

 Summer Min 2017 
 

Only the NI transmission nodes are published in this Statement, though the analysis is based on an 

all-island model as both the NI and RoI systems will contribute to fault levels in either jurisdiction. 

 

Winter peak and summer minimum demand scenarios have been studied, as they should be 

indicative of the full range of anticipated fault levels.  Two years have been considered for study; 

2011/12 highlights issues with the current network, while 2017/18 considers a future network with 

additional expected 400 kV interconnection and generation levels etc. 

 

In this section summary of the results will be presented and consideration is given to the areas 

where specific issues arise and need to be addressed by NIE, the asset owner. 

 

7.2 WINTER RESULTS 

 

The generation dispatches used for the fault level analysis can be found in Appendix E. During 

times of winter maximum demand, any generator not dispatched has still been modelled as 

remaining connected to the transmission system, albeit at a 0 MW level of generation.  This 

ensures that the most onerous short circuit current is calculated for all nodes on the NI 

transmission system, as all generators are contributing to the fault level.  Renewable generation 

has been dispatched at 10% to enable all larger conventional plant to be dispatched, while still 

ensuring there is contribution to the fault level from renewable generation sources. 
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The maps in Figures 7.1 and 7.2 summarise the results of the fault level analysis carried out for 

Winter Maximum 2011/12 and Winter Maximum 2017/18.  Substations where the fault level 

exceeds 80% of the rating are highlighted in yellow and substations where 90% of the rating is 

exceeded are highlighted in orange.  Substations where the fault level rating is exceeded are shown 

in red. 

The 80% and 90% of fault level rating values should act as a trigger for further detailed analysis by 
NIE, as although short circuit duties at a node could be approaching the rating of the installed 
switchgear, the switchgear may still not be overstressed for one or more of the following reasons: 

 The topology of the substation is such that the switchgear is not subjected to the full fault 

current from all of the infeeds connected to that node.  

 Temporary risk mitigation measures could be in place, such as reconfiguration of the 
network or generation redispatch, to maintain fault levels at acceptable limits 

 Modifications to switchgear, e.g. uprating of equipment, are already in hand that will 
remove the overstressing in the near future. 

 

Results for Winter Maximum fault level studies for both 2011/12 and 2017/18 are discussed in 

Sections 7.3 and 7.4. 

 
7.3 WINTER 2011/12 RESULTS 

 
Figure 7.1: Winter Max 2011/12 Fault Levels 
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The map in Figure 7.1 indicates that a significant number of 110 kV transmission nodes in NI 

experience short circuit currents in excess of 80% of their rated capability.  The Ballylumford 110 

kV node experiences fault levels in excess of 100% of its rated capability.  Table 7.1 below provides 

a list of all nodes where the fault level is approaching or has exceeded the rating. 

 

% OF RATING NODE kV 

>100 BALLYLUMFORD 110 

>90 BALLYLUMFORD 275 

  CASTLEREAGH 110 

  DUNGANNON 110 

  HANNAHSTOWN 110 

  KELLS 110 

  KNOCK 110 

  TANDRAGEE 110 

Table 7.1: 2011/12 Nodes Approaching or Exceeding Rating 

 

These nodes are spread geographically across NI; from Dungannon in the West, to Knock in the 

East of the province.   

 

Where NIE have plans in place to uprate equipment they are discussed in Sections 7.3.1 and 7.3.2 

below.  At the time of publishing, this is the best information available to SONI. In the interim risk 

mitigation measures such as circuit reconfiguration have been employed by SONI. 

 

7.3.1 SUBSTATIONS WHERE THE RATING HAS BEEN EXCEEDED  

 

BALLYLUMFORD 110 kV 

 

The fault levels at the 110 kV node for both three-phase and single-phase faults exceed the 

substation ratings.  This occurs under maximum generation conditions and under normal network 

conditions when both of the 275/110 kV interbus transformers (IBTXs) are in service.  The 

substation is programmed to be replaced with a new 110 kV GIS switchboard, with work due to be 

completed by Winter 2013/14.  In the interim, SONI manages this risk by operating with one IBTX 

out of service, which reduces the fault level below the equipment rating.  In some instances, 

reconfiguration of the 110 kV network around Ballylumford is also used to manage fault levels.  

 

7.3.2 SUBSTATIONS WHERE THE FAULT LEVEL IS WITHIN 5% OF THE RATING 

 

CASTLEREAGH 110 kV 

 

The rating of Castlereagh 110 kV substation is limited by the disconnectors which have a certified 

rating of 26.2 kA.  With all available generation in service, the fault level of 26.17 kA is within 5% of 

the disconnector rating.  The 110 kV substation is presently being rebuilt with the disconnectors 

scheduled for replacement with 40 kA equipment within the next three years.   
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KELLS 110 kV 

 

The fault level at Kells 110 kV node is approaching the substation rating, being within 3% of the 

rated value. The refurbishment of the Kells 110 kV substation is due to be completed by Winter 

2016/17. After the refurbishment work is complete the substation equipment will be rated for 40 

kA.  

 

7.3.3 WINTER 2011/12 CONCLUSIONS 

 

This analysis indicates that fault levels are particularly high at a number of nodes geographically 

spread across NI as detailed in Table 7.1. Any potential generation connections will require careful 

and detailed fault level analysis to determine the impact on 275 kV and 110 kV plant and 

equipment ratings across the NI transmission network.  Plans are in place at Ballylumford, 

Castlereagh, and Kells to improve the substation ratings 

 
7.4 WINTER 2017/18 RESULTS 

 
Figure 7.3: Winter Max 2017/18 Fault Levels 

 

As can be seen from Figure 7.3, by 2017/18 there will be two substations which experience higher 

fault levels than their rated capability.  Table 7.2 below provides a list of all nodes where the fault 

level is approaching or has exceeded the rating. 
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% OF RATING NODE kV 
>100 BALLYLUMFORD 110 

 
CASTLEREAGH 110 

>90 COOLKEERAGH 110 

 
KELLS 110 

 
KNOCK 110 

 
STRABANE 110 

Table 7.2: 2017/18 Nodes Approaching or Exceeding Rating 

 

Most of these nodes are located in the East of the country, around the main generation sources 

and load centres, and are explained in more detail below. Where NIE have plans in place to uprate 

equipment they are discussed in Section 7.4.1 below.  At the time of publishing, this is the best 

information available to SONI. 

 

7.4.1 SUBSTATIONS WHERE THE RATING HAS BEEN EXCEEDED 

 

BALLYLUMFORD 110 kV 

 

Tables E.3 and E.7 show that the fault levels at Ballylumford 110 kV node in 2011/12 and 2017/18 

are very similar.  This is because, despite the loss of short circuit current contributions from B4, B5 

and B6, which are assumed to be decommissioned, there are increased contributions from the 

wind generation. Whilst Table E.7 details the present rating, it is planned that, by 2017, the 

switchgear will be replaced with 40 kA equipment. 

 

CASTLEREAGH 110 kV 

 

The addition of a fourth IBTX at Castlereagh would increase the short circuit current for a single-

phase fault well above the ǎǳōǎǘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŘƛǎŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƻǊ ǊŀǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ нсΦн kA rating, if all four IBTXs are in 

service.  It is proposed however; that only three out of the four IBTXs will be in service at any point 

in time, in effect, allowing the existing IBTXs to be taken out of service without a reduction in 

transformer capacity.  Despite this, the fault level at Castlereagh still exceeds the rating of the 

disconnectors; however, it is planned that, by 2017, the disconnectors will have been replaced. 

 
7.4.2 SUBSTATIONS WHERE THE FAULT LEVEL IS WITHIN 5% OF THE RATING 

 

COOLKEERAGH 110 kV 

 

Fault levels at Coolkeeragh 110 kV substation now exceed 95% of the substation assigned rating by 

2017/18. This is mainly a result of additional wind generation connected to the North-West and as 

a result of the new 400 kV Turleenan ς Mid-Cavan tie line. It is important that NIE address these 

concerns as the 95% tolerance limit is exceeded in 2017/18.  
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KELLS 110 kV 

 

Fault levels at Kells 110 kV substation exceed 99% of the substation assigned rating by 2017/18. 

Kells 110 kV substation is to be refurbished, with work due to be completed by winter 2016/17. 

The substation equipment will then have a rating of 40 kA. 

 

STRABANE 110 kV 

 

At Strabane, high fault levels are seen at the 110 kV substation for a single-phase fault, where the 

fault level is now at more than 96% of the rating. This is mainly a result of additional wind 

generation connected to the North West and as a result of the new 400 kV Turleenan ς Mid-Cavan 

tie line. It is important that NIE address these concerns as the 95% tolerance limit is exceeded in 

2017/18. 

 
7.4.3 WINTER 2017/18 CONCLUSIONS 

 

As expected, fault levels have generally risen by 2017/18, due to factors including demand growth, 

increased wind and the new 400 kV tie line with the RoI. However, with the decommissioning of 

B4, B5 and B6 at Ballylumford, the fault levels at the 275 kV substations in the East have dropped 

by circa 15%.   

 

NIE have in place plans to uprate equipment at Ballylumford, Castlereagh, and Kells by 2017/18, as 

equipment margins are reduced. SONI are particularly concerned that the 5% tolerance limits are 

exceeded at Coolkeeragh and Strabane 110 kV substations. Potential generation connections will 

require careful analysis to determine the impact on the NI transmission system.  

 

7.5 SUMMER MINIMUM RESULTS 

 

As expected the summer minimum fault level results shown in Appendix E4.2 and E4.4 show no 

substation ratings are exceeded. The summer minimum fault level analysis facilitates connection 

studies to the network for protection settings. These results are indicative and care should be 

taken as lower fault levels may be experienced under certain network configurations- e.g. circuits 

out for maintenance. Additionally, detailed studies may be required to accurately determine 

minimum fault levels under these conditions. 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

  8  TRANSMISSION SYSTEM 
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8 TRANSMISSION SYSTEM CAPABILITY 

 

This section of the Transmission System Capacity Statement (TSCS) presents the results of the 

2017/18 transmission system capability analysis.  This enables potential users to assess those parts 

of the system which can accommodate new generation connections and the ability of the 

transmission system to transport additional electrical power.  Using the results, the capability of 

each transmission node on the system to connect generation is shown. 

 

This section contains a high level presentation and analysis of the results.  A detailed description of 

the assumptions and methodology used in the analysis as well as tabularised results can be found 

in Appendix F.    

 

The basis of the transmission system capability analysis is the incremental increase of generation at 

transmission nodes; the NI Transmission System is then tested for a number of contingencies.  

 

The results of the 275/110/33 kV capability studies for the year 2017/18 are presented in the 

following section. The NI Transmission System is tested for three scenarios; the new generation 

added to the nodes is absorbed by increasing either:  

 

 The existing NI load  

 The RoI load or  

 The load in Great Britain (GB)   

 

Transmission system capability is displayed geographically in Figures 8.1 to 8.3.  More detailed 

maps and schematics containing full substation names etc. can be found in Appendix B.  The 

maximum generation that can be accepted at each node is the minimum transfer capability of the 

3 scenarios. 

 

The results presented in this section and in Appendix F are indicative and are based on steady state 

analysis.  Detailed studies considering dynamic stability, fault level analyses etc. are necessary prior 

to a connection offer being issued. 

 

8.1 TRANSMISSION SYSTEM CAPABILITY RESULTS 

 

8.1.1 RESULTS AT 275 kV 

 

Figure 8.1 displays the results for the analysis at 275 kV nodes, for the year 2017/18. The map 

shows the capability for power transfers on the transmission system for the connection of new 

generation at a 275 kV node. It should be noted that these results are based on individual studies 

of each node, and do not assess the cumulative effect of the addition of new generation to the 

transmission system.   
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Figure 8.1 Transmission System Capabilities at 275 kV 

 
 

Detailed 275 kV capability results can be found in Table F.4.  Table F.5 provides information on the 

constraints and contingencies that limit the capability at each 275 kV station. 

 

8.1.2  RESULTS AT 110 kV AND 33 kV 

 

This section looks at the ability of the 110 kV stations to accept the connection of smaller 

renewable generation particularity WFPSs.  For this TSCS, all 110 kV stations on the NI transmission 

system were examined for the year 2017/18.   

 

The results are displayed in Figure 8.2.  Since renewable generation in NI is predominantly 

connected at 33 kV level, an analysis of all 33 kV nodes at Bulk Supply Points (BSPs) and WFPS 

cluster substations are also included.  These results are displayed in Figure 8.3. 
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Figure 8.2 Transmission System Capabilities at 110 kV 

 

It must be stressed that these results assess the ability to connect generation at each individual 

110/33 kV node.  It is only assessing the capability of the local network and assets.  These results 

do not assess the cumulative effect on the interconnected all-island transmission system or the 

operational limitations that may limit the total amount of new generation connected to the system 

at any time. 

 

Detailed 110 and 33 kV capability results can be found in Tables F.6 and F.8.  Also Tables F.7 and 

F.9 provide information on the constraints and contingencies that limit the capability at each 110 

kV and 33 kV station respectively.  

 

Any new generation connections would require further detailed connection studies, taking into 

consideration all other existing and planned generation connections, to determine the cumulative 

impact on the all-island transmission system.   
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Figure 8.3 Transmission System Capabilities at 33 kV 

 
8.2 DISCUSSION OF RESULTS 

 

SATURATION OF THE NORTH WEST 

 

The most striking feature of this yearΩs transmission system capability results is that the North-

West of the Provence is saturated and unable to accommodate the connection of further 

generation.  The predominant power flows driving this saturation are from Coleraine, Coolkeeragh 

and Omagh in the North-West to Kells, Magherafelt and Tamnamore in the East. These congested 

corridors can be seen in Figure 8.4.  

 

For 2017 summer minimum conditions with circa 950 MW of wind connected to the NI 

Transmission System; the Coolkeeragh-Magherafelt 275 kV double circuit contingency results in 

the overload of the Pomeroy to Tamnamore 110 kV circuit and both of the Tamnamore 275/110 kV 

Transformers. These overloads are seen despite the fact that the Coolkeeragh Run-Back Scheme is 

modelled (see Appendix F.2.5 for details). 

 
By Winter 2017/18 over 1000 MW of wind is connected in the North-West of the province. For the 

loss of the Coolkeeragh-Magherafelt 275 kV double circuit the North-West must be evacuated via 

the Omagh-Tamnamore and Coleraine-Kells 110 kV network corridors. It is clear that 1000 MW of 

wind generation cannot be accommodated without major reinforcement beyond the network 

developments described in Section 3.4. Specifically additional 275 kV circuits are required into the 

North-West. 
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Figure 8.4: Network power flows driven by high wind levels 

 

An implication of this limiting constraint is that the addition of generation at nodes to the North 

and West of this constraint will exacerbate the overloads caused. Nodes in this ΨNorth-WestΩ region 

ŀǊŜ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻŘŜ Ψb²Ω ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ǘŀōƭŜǎ in Appendix F. 

 

Without major reinforcement of the Transmission System in the North-West, there will have to be 

significant constraints applied to wind generation towards the latter years covered by this 

statement. The costs of these constraints will have to be considered along with the implications on 

the cost of energy in the SEM on the Island of Ireland. 

 
8.2.1 RESULTS AT 275 kV 

 

BELFAST (CASTLEREAGH AND HANNAHSTOWN) 

 

The 2009 TSCS identified that the capacity of the Hannahstown and Castlereagh 275 kV nodes was 

limited by the overload of the Hannahstown-Lisburn 110 kV circuits under certain contingencies. 

The planned upgrade of these 110 kV circuits detailed NIEs TIP and in Section 3 of this statement, 

has increased the capability of Castlereagh and Hannahstown 275 kV substations. There is now 

over 400 MW of generation capacity at these substations. 

 

TAMNAMORE 

 

There is no generation capacity available at the Tamnamore 275 kV node. The critical contingency 

is the n-m-t of the Tamnamore-Magherafelt and Tamnamore-Turleenan 275 kV circuits. Under this 




































































































































































































































